14 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - product s
HAVE FAI TH I N LOCAL PRODUCTS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 14 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d have faith in made-i n- Ml aysi a products
whi ch are just as good, if not superior than inported ones, including from
devel oped nati ons.

"We woul d want Ml aysians to believe in our products...they are of
world quality, that is why exhibition like this is inmportant,” he said
openi ng the Expo Cintai Ml aysia 99 or Love Ml aysi a Consuner and Trade
Fair, here.

Mal aysi ans should be ready or willing to pay a little nore for |ocal
products of good quality, he said.

They had to devel op a sense of patriotismin buying | ocal goods which
coul d hel p Mal aysi an industries and the country to prosper, he said while
rem nding | ocal manufacturers to produce high quality products that
conformed to i nternatinal standards.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians by and | arge did not have faith in
| ocal | y-made products believing that such itens were not as good as
i mported ones fromdevel oped country.

But, he sai d, Ml aysi ans sonetinmes bought itens |ike garnents overseas
only to find out later that they were manufactured in the country.

"OQthers are prepared to accept our goods. Now it's the Ml aysi ans who
must buy Mal aysi an made products not only out of sense of patriotism but
because knowi ng that the quality is good," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was sometines difficult to persuade Mal aysians to
buy | ocal goods although they were i nvented by Ml aysi ans using | oca
mat eri al s and manufactured wi th Ml aysi an | abour

He said al though the stress was for Ml aysians to buy | ocal goods, it
did not nean that Ml aysia woul d stop buying products from ot her countri es.

The prime minister said this was because Mal aysi a believed in creating
wealth for itself and for other countries when it inported goods fromthem

In urging local manufacturers to produce quality goods, Dr Mhathir
said they should never try to market inferior itens which could reflect
badly on Ml aysi a.

"The products nust be exactly as described in brochures or manual s (of
manuf acturers), " he said.

As Mal aysia was recovering fromthe regi onal econom c and financi al
crisis, he said it was necessary for the country to conserve and al so
increase its foreign reserves by exporting nore goods.

The government did not spare any effort to turn around the econony with
various signs indicating that it was already on the nend, he said.

"W are in a nuch better shape than one year ago," he said.

Whi | e conpl enenting governnent's effort to spur econom c recovery, the
fair is mainly ained at encouragi ng Mal aysi ans to buy | ocal products,
pronoting domestic market and exploring export market by inviting foreign
buyers to the event.

The fair is acknow edged by the Ml aysi a Book of Records as the
country's |l argest consunmer and trade show.

Wth nore than 600 boot hs and 340 conpani es participating, this year's
fair of fers Ml aysi an-nade products and services, including information
technol ogy, financial institutions, properties and hotels that were not
included in | ast year's exposition.

The organi sing comm ttee has al so enbarked on roadshows to China and



Asean countries and invited foreign buyers to visit the fair.

Busi ness- mat chi ng and i nport sourcing activities are being arranged
during the fair, thanks to the presence of about 500 foreign del egates from
Thai | and, Myanmar, Vietnam Canbodia, |ndonesia, Brunei, the Philippines
and Chi na.

The Aug 13-22 event in Seri Kenbangan is organi sed by the Kual a Lunpur
and Sel angor Chi nese Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry in collaboration with
the Mal aysia International Exhibition and Showoom (MI.NE. S).
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