25 JUL 1999
Li ng- Ai rport
HAVE THE RI GHT ATTI TUDE TO KEEP KLI A ON TOP, SAYS LI NG

SEPANG July 25 (Bernama) -- The KL International Airport (KLIA) nust
continue to inprove in all aspects to maintain its position as one of the
best in the world.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today it was
difficult being at the top and the chall enge now was to sustain and even
i ncrease the | evel of achievenent so far.

"We nust have the attitude that will enable us to nmake sure that what
we do this year is better than |ast year and what we do next year is better
than this year," he said when asked what would it take to inprove the KLIA
after having won a string of accol ades for excellence in various
cat egori es.

Dr Ling told reporters this after opening Mal aysia's Longest CGolf Drive
on the KLI A Runway event held in conjunction with the airport's first
anni versary, here.

On the recent suggestion by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t hat airports be accorded star ratings sinmlar to hotels, Dr Ling
said the nost appropriate authority to nake the judgnent would be the
passengers thensel ves t hrough surveys by bodi es such as the Internationa
Air Travel Association (IATA).

On Malaysia Airlines' plans to face the Y2K Bug, the nminister said the
International Cvil Aviation Organisation (I CAO and | ATA woul d come up
wi th recommendati ons on how airlines would deal with the problem

"Al'l the safety nmeasures are being | ooked into by themand they will
come up with the reconmrendations,” he said, adding that this m ght include
maki ng certain air routes one-way street.

It has been reported that air routes in the Asia-Pacific would be
separated on Dec 31 to provide direct point-to-point travel without
criss-crossing under a contingency plan agai nst any Y2K glitches caused by
some microchips' inability to recogni se dates after 1999.

On another matter, Dr Ling, who is also MCA president, criticised PAS
for habouring the intention to cl ose newspaper conpani es and tel evision
stati ons deemed supporters of the ruling Barisan Nasional if it (PAS) cane
to power.

"If this is inplenented, we will have no check and bal ance, no war ni ng
system because the nedia will never be able to tell the people what is
goi ng on.

"Only PAS and the DAP can think of that sort of thing and it's mad,
it's going back 1,000 years," he said when comenting on an Utusan Ml aysi a
front page report quoting PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor on the natter.

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysia Airports Berhad managi ng director Datuk Khairuddin
| brahi msaid the conpany woul d continue to operate snall airports in the
country despite sustaining | osses fromsuch operations.

He said the | osses were insignificant and were not eating into Mal aysi a
Airports' profitability.

Khai ruddi n was asked to conment on the reported annual | oss of
RMB00, 000 nade by 22 snall airports operated by the conpany. There are 38
ai rports under the conpany.

On whether there were plans to close such airports, he said: "As |ong
as there are flights, we as the airport operator will continue our service.
Once the airline decides that there is no need to have flights into those
airports, then we will close them"



On the proposed listing of Malaysia Airports on the Kuala Lunmpur Stock
Exchange, he said he would | eave it to the governnent to nake the
announcenent on the matter.

Khai ruddi n al so said that one year after its opening, operations at the
KLI A had stabilised and Mal aysia Airports was now | ooki ng at enhancing the
services provided to its custoners.

The main aimof today' s event, hosted by the Pan Pacific Hotel KLIA,
was to break the current record of the |ongest drive of 340.4m set by
full-time golfer Mohaned Khalifah Ali |ast year registered in the Ml aysian
Book of Records.

Part of the entrance fee collected woul d be channelled by the hotel to
hel p Kosovar refugees.
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