09 AUG 1999
Mahat hir-Heal t h
HEALTH SERVI CE CENTRES SET UP TO ENSURE THE PECPLE' S HEALTH, SAYS PM

MELAKA, Aug 9 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that the Barisan Nasional (BN) government will strive to
ensure that health service centres including sophisticated hospitals are
set up in the various corners of the country.

He said that the | atest equi pnent would be installed at these centres
even if they were expensive.

"We are prepared to set themup because they are essential for the
peopl e's health," he said when openi ng the extension bl ock of the Ml aka
Hospital, here

Dr Mahathir said that the governnment was prepared to shoul der the
burden of neeting the increasing cost of treatnment, to ensure the health of
t he peopl e.

"The BN governnent is very sensitive over the health of the people. W
are al ways prepared to spend huge suns of noney for the treatnment and the
heal th of the people," he said.

The prinme minister also praised private hospitals and clinics for
playing their roles to ensure that the people were given treatnent.

He however reninded private hospitals and clinics not to overly charge
patients who are | ow i ncone earners.

He said that while the governnent wants private hospitals and clinics
to prosper and progress, the welfare of those in the | owincone group
shoul d not be negl ect ed.

"Char ges i nposed on them shoul d be noderate,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir al so conmended doctors serving in governnent hospitals for
their willingness to serve even though their incomes were not |ucrative.

Dr Mahathir said that the governnent understands their problem in
terns of their salaries, "but we cannot do anything".

"Even | cannot say nmuch because sone tinme ago, | also opened ny own
clinic," he said.

He told sone 7,000 people at the hospital conpound that the nedical and
hospital systemwas inherited fromthe British

Thanki ng the British governnent which had provided free treatnent to
the I ocals when they were ruling the country, Dr Mahathir said that the
cost of treatment and nedi cation had i ncreased so nuch that those in the
| ow-i nconme group could not afford them

He however gave an assurance that the governnment woul d continue to
assi st people in this category to receive treatnent in government
hospi t al s.

"This is the responsibility of the BN government," he said.

Recently, the opposition proposed that the governnent call off its plan
to privatise governnent hospitals, claimng that the nove will pose a
burden to those in the | owincone group.

Dr Mahathir also said that he hoped the posts of nurses and doctors in
government and private hospitals would be filled by the |l ocals instead of
forei gners as what was happening in many ot her countries.

In jest, he said that the BN governnent would not take into account the
| ooks of those applying to becone nurses.

This obviously referred to the recent statenment by Kel antan Menteri
Besar Datuk Nik Aziz Nik Mat, who is PAS Council of Schol ars head, that
t he PAS-1 ed Kel antan governnent may not appoi nt good-I| ooki ng wonen to
positions in the state governnent.



Dr Mahathir said the nedical systemin Ml aysia was anong t he nost
advanced anmong the devel opi ng countries that many foreign doctors were
prepared to serve in governnment hospitals.

The prime mnister also said that the BN government did not seek credit
for "this and that" projects including the construction of Putrajaya.

"Qur wish is to serve the people and attain devel oped nation status in
the year 2020," he said.

Meanwhi |l e, Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng, in his speech at the
function, said that the new wi ng of the Mel aka Hospital costing RVBS
mllion was a project to benefit the people.

"It was still inplenmented even though the country experienced econom c
crisis because it is the governnent's policy to protect the interest of the
peopl e especially the poor and the unfortunate,” he said.

He said that the governnent was very sensitive over the matter and had
provi ded addi ti onal all ocati on.

This was to ensure that the social sector |ike education and heal th was
in place and services needed by the people were not affected, he said.

Anong t hose present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali, Ml aka
Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin, Information Mnister Tan Sri
Khal i | Yaakob and state dignitari es.
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