09/ 10/ 1999

2000 Budget schedul ed for tabling on Cct 29

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - First Finance Mnister Tun Dai m Zai nuddin is
schedul ed to tabl e the 2000 Budget at 4pmon Cct 29 despite much
specul ati on of an early general el ection in Novenber.

Parliament public Iiaison officer Ahnad Asri Zakaria today confirmed
that the schedul e was still valid and MPs woul d be notified of the nmeeting
dates this week.

He said t he Budget neeti ng woul d begin on Oct 18 for the Dewan Rakyat
and was schedul ed to end on Dec 9. The Dewan Negara will mneet fromDec 6
to Dec 16.

This i s expected to be the | ongest Dewan Rakyat neeting where MPs wil |
have 32 sittings.

Ahrmad Asri said Parlianent would sit froml0amto 5. 30pm from Mndays
to Thursdays, with a 90-m nute lunch break fromlpmto 2. 30pm each day.

The current Parlianment's termexpires in June next year but there has
been talk that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will call for
general election this year.

Expectations are that he mght advise the Yang di-Pertuan Agong to
di ssol ve Parlianent to pave the way for the country's 10t h general
election later this nonth.

Sceptics, however, point to the Budget neeting of Parlianent and vari ous
maj or international conferences as reasons why the general election wll
be cal |l ed next year. The Commonweal t h Heads of Governnent Meeting in
Dur ban, South Africa on Nov 12-15.

Ahmad Asri said according to the Federal Constitution, a general
el ection nmust be held within 60 days fromthe date of the dissolution of
Par | i anent .

Two Bills are listed in the Order Paper for debate during this nmeeting.
They are the Suppl enentary Supply Bill 1999 and Drug Sal es Act (Amendnent)
Bill 1999.
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