02 AUG 1999
Court - Chandr a
H GH COURT ORDERS DR CHANDRA MJUZAFFAR TO SHOW CAUSE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 2 (Bernamm) -- The Hi gh Court here today ordered Dr
Chandra Muzaffar, the deputy president of the National Justice Party
(Keadil an), to show cause as to why he should not be charged with contenpt
of court in relation to his statenent made to the nedia a few days ago.

Justice Datuk Ariffin Jaka ruled that Chandra's statenent was a cl ear
reference to the on-going sodony trial of former Deputy Prinme M nister and
Fi nance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

"I'ts not right for himto pass coments in relation to the on-going
case," Justice Ariffin said.

The statenent issued to the nmedia which appeared in Harakah, the
of ficial PAS organ, today, anpbng ot hers quoted Chandra as saying that it
was saddening that the police, prosecutors (officers of the court) and the
| ocal nedia had all owed t hensel ves to be used by Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

H s statenment was in relation to the publication of the confession by
Anwar's adopted brother, Sukma Dar mawan Sasmitaat Madja, a boutique owner,
who is jointly tried with Anwar, that he was sodom sed by Anwar, | ast
Wednesday.

In view of this, Attorney-CGeneral Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul |l ah today nade an
application for the court to order a notice be issued against himto show
cause as to why he should not be charged with contenpt of court.

Chandra is given two weeks fromtoday to explain. He is ordred to
appear in court on Aug 16.

Justice Arifin said that Chandra, in his statenent, had nade direct
reference to Sukma's confession, on which adm ssibility had been deci ded by
the court.

"On the face of the last paragraph (of his statenent), it appears that
the author is passing a serious aspersion directly on the integrity of the
court," he said.

Earlier, Mhtar, stressing that contenpt of court was a "heinous thing
to do", urged the defence to join himin the prosecution's condemati on of
the act.

He said contenpt cases were clear cases which warranted an i medi at e
action.

Anwar' s | eadi ng counsel, Christopher Fernando, in objecting to the
application to cite Chandra for contenpt, said that the court needed to
carefully study the natter before maki ng any order

He said that the court had yet to confirmwhether Chandra was the rea
aut hor of the statenent.

The order should not be granted as no proper application was filed by
the prosecution, he said.
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