31 JAN 1999
Thai pusam Hol i day
HI NDU TEMPLE WANTS THAI PUSAM DAY TO BE NATI ONAL HOLI DAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 31 (Bernama) -- The Sri Mha Mariamman Tenple in a
menor andum t oday appealed to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
to decl are the Thai pusam Day a national holi day.

Tenpl e of ficials handed over the nenorandumto Ml aysi an I ndi an
Congress (M C) President Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu at Batu Caves where the
Thai pusam cel berati ons were bei ng hel d.

Speaking to reporters, Sany Vellu said that this matter had been raised
with Dr Mahat hir on several occasions in the past.

"However what we got in reply was..... go try and get it as a state
holiday first in states where it is not a holiday at present."

"...\We are contacting state governnents for Thai pusamto be declared a
state holidayt. If we can get the various states to declare the day as a
hol i day then we can appeal to the Federal Governnent to nake it a nationa
hol i day," Sany Vel lu said.

Thai pusam Day is a state holiday at present in Selangor, Pulau Pinang,
Per ak, Negeri Senbilan and Johor.

Sany Vellu, who is al so Federal Wrks M nister, said he would seek
meetings with the Chief Mnisters and Menteris Besar of the other states to
di scuss this holiday matter.

"W have to explain why we want it to be a holiday..... why Thai pusami s
i mportant and then appeal to the states to declare the holiday."

"I't is an on-going process. W hope to achieve this may be in a few
years fromnow. .. state by state," he added
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