30 MAY 1999
Abdul | ah- Letter
HOVE M NI STRY | NVESTI GATES PUBLI CATI ON OF ANVAR S LETTER

PULAU PI NANG, May 30 (Bernama) -- The Hone Mnistry is investigating
the publication of an open letter, purportedly witten by inprisoned forner
deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim in a weekly tabloid.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Haji Ahmad Badawi said he was
assured by the prison authorities that there would be no nore such letters
since it was against prisons regul ations.

"VWhat we want to know is whether the letter was snuggled out or witten
by Anwar's visitors. That we have yet to confirm" he told reporters after
a national level rally and presentation of Persatuan Seni Silat Lincah
Mal aysia certificates at Padang Kota Lama, here.

He was asked to comment on the publication of the letter in the May 31
i ssue of "Eksklusif" in which Anwar was said to have swore to continue his
struggle to uphold justice and fight corruption and cronyi smeven from
behi nd bars.

Anwar is serving a six-year jail termin Sungai Bul uh prison on four
counts of corruption.

On request by the police to increase the nunber of General QOperations
Force (PGA) battalions from1l to 20, Abdullah who is al so Hone M ni ster
said the matter woul d be gi ven due consi derati on.

Internal Security and Public Oder deputy director Datuk Mhd Yusof
Said had said in Tawau yesterday that the increase was necessary given the
mount i ng tasks but no enough personnel.

On plan by the MC to send a nenorandumto Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on nont hly wages for plantation workers, he said it would
be up to the financial capability of the private sector.

"W will wait what (M C president) Datuk Seri Sany wants to do," he
sai d.

Earlier in his speech, Abdullah called on the people to emulate the
spirit of patriotisne and | oyalty anong nenbers of the "silat |incah" of
the Malay nmartial arts.

He said that he was amazed at the way the association incul cate
patriotisme and hi gh discipline anong the nmenbers.

Such spirit should be present in all young Mal aysians if Ml aysia were
to beconme a devel oped and successful country, he said.

Abdul | ah was al so happy with their support to the | eadership of Dr
Mahat hir and the governnment's efforts to fight social ills |ike drug abuse.

Sone 5,000 "silat |lincah" exponents fromthroughout the country
attended the rally.
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