03 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r - Congr ess
HOSTI NG OF ROAD CONGRESS ANOTHER FI RST FOR M SI A

KUALA LUMPUR, June 3 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d he envi saged roads and transportation continuing to play a
crucial role in spearheading Mal aysia's march towards beconi ng a devel oped
nati on by year 2020.

He said the past decade al one saw the national road network expandi ng
rapidly as evident by the conpletion of the North-South Expressway and
ot her privatised highways worth billions of ringgit.

The prinme minister said this in a nessage in conjunction with the 21st
Worl d Road Congress which Malaysia is hosting at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre here starting Cct 3.

About 3,500 del egates fromaround the world are expected to participate
in the week-1ong congress jointly organi sed by the Ml aysi an gover nnment and
the Worl d Road Associ ati on

Mal aysia is the first Southeast Asian country and second in Asia, to
host the congress held every four years.

Canada hosted the | ast congress in Montreal in 1995.

Wth good transportation, road and tel ecommunication facilities to
of fer, Mal aysia i ndeed serves as an i deal venue for the congress and ot her
related events, the prime mnister said.

"It is ny hope that the congress will provide the experts the
opportunity to share and exchange know edge in the various aspects of
r oad- bui | di ng technol ogy besi des hel ping themto understand the probl ens
faced by devel oped and devel opi ng nations," said Dr Mahathir

Del egates woul d get a cl oser | ook at how Mal aysia's road and
transportation network played a pivotal role in her econonic and socia
advancenent, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the hosting of the congress, coordinated by the Wrks
M nistry, conbined the effort of public agencies and private sector
organi sations involved in road-building and rel ated activities.

"Their teamwrk shall ensure that you will not only benefit fromthe
congress but al so savour the charns of Ml aysia and the hospitality of her
peopl e, " he said.

Dr Mahat hir gave the assurance that Ml aysia, as congress host and as
was the case in past international events that she had organi sed, would
spare no effort to nake the congress better than the | ast.

"The success of playing host to 70 nations in the '98 Conmonweal th
Ganes is a source of great pride to Malaysia,"” he said.

The ' 98 Commonweal th Ganes proved Mal aysi ans' organi sational ability to
host major international events, he said.

"I'"'mconfident that Ml aysians will show the sane dedi cati on towards
maki ng the congress a bi g success," he added.

Congress' programe highlights include;

* two sessions involving mnisters responsible for roads and transport
and mayors from 101 countries; and

* a road and transport engi neering-related exhibition.
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