29/ 01/ 1999
20 hi ghway projects put off

Rosnazura I drus; Marina Enmanuel
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Government will defer the construction of nore
t han 20 new hi ghways following criticisnms against toll increases.

Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu said the new hi ghways were the
ones approved by the Cabi net but had not taken off the ground.

"For those on which work has started, they will have to proceed until
conpletion,” he said citing the Anpang-Kual a Lunpur el evat ed hi ghway,
Sprint H ghway, East Coast H ghway and the North-Klang Straits By-pass as

exanpl es.
He was speaki ng after neeting DAP Menbers of Parlianent and State
Assenbl ynen at his office over toll increases today.

The Opposition | eaders were DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang, Kepong
MP Dr Tan Seng G aw, Cheras MP Tan Kok WAi, Bukit Gasing State Assenbl ynan
Teng Chang Khi mand Damansara Ut ama St at e Assenbl ywonan Dr Con Hong CGeok.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad said the
Gover nment woul d st op buil di ng new hi ghways until the people were willing
to pay toll.

Mahat hi r sai d the Governnent had to do this because it coul d not afford
to build quality highways and had to privati se such projects which would
lead to the inmposition of toll.

On the two-hour cl osed door neeting, Sany Vel lu said he would bring
DAFP' s proposal for the setting up of a hi ghway consultative council to the
Cabi net for discussion.

Limsaid the council would function as a forumfor the public to voice
their grouses over current and future hi ghway operations and
constructions.

On the DAP' s request for the Governnment to nmake public the content of
hi ghway concessi on agreements, Sany Vel |l u sai d sone had been reveal ed
t hrough the nedi a.

"The Governnent, however, cannot reveal everything especially new
projects before the | and acqui sition exercise as af fected | andowners wil |
increase the price of land," he said.

Limal so said that the DAP woul d be neeting PLUS top officials at its
headquarters tonorrow.

Earlier, after chairing the MCcentral working conmttee nmeeting, Sany
Vel lu who is also M C president, said the Governnent's deci sion not to
carry out future highway projects until the people were willing to pay
toll, was right.

"l hope non-governnental organisations and political parties who had
voi ced their dissatisfactionrecently are nowsatisfiedwth the
Gover nnment ' s deci si on.

"W hope they will be happy to continue using the old roads," he added.

The Mal aysi an Youth Council urged the Government to review its decision
to defer all new hi ghway projects to be built through privatisation.

Its Urban Devel opnent Conmittee head Norizan Sharif said the defernment
of hi ghway projects woul d affect the country's econonic activities and
devel opnent as a whol e.

"The question of paying toll does not arise because the people are
willing to pay, and the only problemhere is that the toll rate i nposed is
too high," he told Bernanma here.

In Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon called for a nmajor
reviewin the systemof inplenmenting major hi ghways.



He said as the nation becane nore affluent and aware of quality of tine,
they woul d viewthe issue differently.

"Psychol ogically and politically, however, the issue of atoll hike is
bound to i nvoke objections during this time of econonmic difficulties,” he
told a Press conference at his office

When asked if a toll increase was expected soon for users of the Penang
Bri dge, Koh said the reprieve he obtained fromthe Federal authorities and
bri dge concessi onaire Penang Bri dge Sdn Bhd | ast year was for an
"unspecified period."

"There was no need to i ncrease toll charges on the bridge owing to tol
col I ection which had i ncreased due to the nunber of vehicles crossing the
bridge," he said, addi ng the 13. 5kmbridge was the only segnent of the
Nort h- Sout h Expressway where toll increases of two per cent were carried
out once every five years
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