05 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Label s
| AM A VICTIM OF LABELLI NG SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that he has becone a victimof l[abelling resorted to by
the opposition to paint a negative inmage of himto incite the people to
hate hi mand the governnent.

He said that previously, Singapore's People's Action Party (PAP) | eader
Lee Kuan Yew | abelled himas an "ultra” or extrem st to the extent that the
Chinese at that tine regarded all his actions as such even though they were
wel | -i nt ended.

"Now, it's Maha Firaun (G eat Pharaoh), Maha Zalim (G eat
Qppressor)...don't |ook at the good he has done, just believe he is an
oppressor, neaning that whatever he does, they are acts of oppression,"” he
sai d when | aunching Umo's anti-defamation operation, at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre, here.

The operation was | aunched foll owing a decision of the Umo Suprene
Council last nonth when the party found that the opposition has been
spreading lies and all egati ons agai nst Umo and there was a need for a
| ar ge-scal e canpai gn to counter them

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that the use of |abels was
very effective and the opposition was attenpting to | abel governnent
menbers and | eaders as oppressors so that they woul d be regarded so
wher ever they go.

He cited as an exanple, the DAP's nove to |label himas a dictator and
when this had been ingrained in the hearts and m nds of the people, it was
difficult to explain to themthe truth.

"When the dictator |abel is stuck, we can no | onger make any
expl anation that we are actually not dictators, that our governnent has
actual Iy brought nuch benefit to our nation,"” he said.

The prime minister said this included physical devel opnment and |slamic
devel opnent and even if the government were to show what it had done for
Islam there would still be people who woul d not believe that Umo was a
true Islam c party in Ml aysia.

I nstead, he said, since PAS used Islamas its |abel or brand, whatever
actions by PAS, even though agai nst |Islam c teachings, people would stil
accept themas being inline with the Islamc religion

"Label s on anything will take on its |ook and colour and it is
difficult for us to erase themunless we are successful in our concerted
efforts to prove that such a | abel is not appropriate, that it is actually
much different fromthe neaning of the I abel," he said.

Dr Mahathir related a funny experi ence of an American tourist who
vi sited Sydney and obtained infornation on the city froma boat he had
boarded with an Australian, from Sydney.

He said that every time the man from Sydney expl ai ned to hi mabout the
"Opera House" and t he hugeness of the boat they were on, the Anerican would
say that he was not inpressed as there were better ones in his own country
but what the American was attracted to was the "Rol ex" watch the Australian
was weari ng.

The man from Sydney then said that "Rol ex watches are no big deal" and
threw the watch into the river, to the amazenent of the Anerican, he said
The prime minister said that little did the Arerican know that the

Rol ex wat ch was bought in Petaling Street, here.
Dr Mahathir said that the Ml ays had not yet realise how vital |abels



were but the Westerners and the Chinese were well-versed in this matter and
clever in using them

He said that when a brand was wel | -known, people would buy the itens
just for the brand or | abel but sometines they could still be deceived with
imtations.

Dr Mahathir said that former Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m had i nstead been successful in displaying hinself as sonmeone who
was pious, who could act as an i mam and coul d deliver sernons.

He al so extended financial assistance to |Islamc bodies abroad and
coul d speak of the religion and convince people to the extent that people
believed that he was soneone pious and good who observed the teachi ngs of
I sl am

"When the peopl e al ready have such a picture of him it is rather
difficult for us to show that actually he is not what he makes hinsel f out
to be...he is actually not a pious person, in fact far fromit," he said.

However, he said, when people had al ready accepted such a | abel of him
it was rather difficult for Umo to convince people that they had a wong
notion as it was actually the reverse.

"This is the problemwe are facing now ..how to convince people who are
obsessed, those who truly believe in the goodness of this person, that
actually he is not such.

"...This person is clever in planning his strategy to truly show t hat
he i s soneone who strongly uphol ds the teachings of the religion, pious and
coul d never do anything agai nst the teachings of Islam" he said.

Dr Mahathir said that today, Umo would try to reveal that Anwar was
not what people thought himto be but nany people could not believe it.

Anwar, he said, deliberately displayed hinself that way for the purpose
of gai ni ng support from people who believed him

He said that Anwar displayed such a character for years that people
associ ated hi mwi th goodness and when there were accusations that he was
not that good, it was difficult for people to accept that.

"That is why, in our efforts to counter such lies, we face such great
lies and it is difficult for us to succeed unless we could show repeat ed
proof that the truth are lies and that the lies are tthe truth," he said.
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