02 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r - Duty
I HAVE A DUTY TO CARRY ON, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

By Khairdzir Yunus

TOKYO, June 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said he has a
duty to the country to carry on as Prine Mnister until his deputy Dat uk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi is able and ready to take over.

Dr Mahathir said this at a neeting with Japanese editors, who anobng
ot her things, asked about his statement that he woul d pass on the baton to
Abdul | ah after the next general el ection.

The particul ar statement appeared in a Japanese newspaper, the Mainich
Shi nbun, recently.

He said: "I have a responsibility to ensure the succeeding prine
m ni ster can continue with the policies of the country and keep the country
stable."

Dr Mahathir said he had told the newspaper that he woul d be handi ng
over the post to his woul d-be successor after the general election "which
could be a year, two years or three years and so on after the election."

"At the nmost | have one nobre term because after that | don't have the
capacity (to carry on)," said the 73-year-old prine mnister who has been
at the helmfor 18 years.

This would be his reason for handi ng over the post to his successor and
not because he was fed up or bored with the job, Dr Mahathir said.

On whether he would find it conducive nowto call for a genera
el ection with the Ml aysi an econony recovering, Dr Mahathir said: "Al that
is certainis that it will be held before April."

However, he said, he would take all the factors into consideration
bef ore deciding on an el ection date.

"I agree that it would be conducive to hold the election...l amwell,

t he peopl e are happy, we have no unenpl oynent or with 2.5 per cent of
unenpl oynent it is considered a full enploynent, and the opposition can't
get along with each other well.

"As we have seen a good time, there may be a better tine to hold the
election later...we give a chance to evaluate things," he added. -- BERNAVA
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