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Mahat hi r - Pressure
| WLL NOT BOWNTO PRESSURE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today he will not bow to pressure fromanyone to hold an early
el ection.

"I"'mnot a fish...when given a bait | won't bite. I make ny own
decision at ny owmn time. Don't try to bait ne," he told reporters after
| aunchi ng Ger man- based Si enens' Futurel @, a state-of-the-art nultinedia
| aboratory, at the Petronas Twi n Towers, here.

Dr Mahathir said he still had a lot of tine to hold the next genera
el ection.

"W don't hold election just for the sake of holding el ection. W have
plenty of time," he said.

He said the opposition parties could keep on with their rallies until
t hey becane "tired".

He said: "W can keep themrallying until they are quite restless. W
are not rallying, we are just narking tine."

Dr Mahathir, who is Barisan Nasional (BN) chairnman, said BN could win
the "flag war" despite efforts by the opposition parties to put up flags
t hroughout the country now.

"We'll see how many flags they can put up. W wel cone themto put up
more flags but we will win the flag war."

Asked whet her Umo woul d take nore action follow ng the expul sion of
Tunmpat Umo divi si on head Dat uk Kanmaruddi n Jaafar and several other menbers
yesterday, Dr Mahathir, who is also the party president, said Umo woul d
expel any nenber if there was basis to do so.

"W will study. We receive many reports and if we find that there is
basis we will take action,"” he said.

He sai d Kamaruddi n was expel |l ed because his actions were not in keeping
with his position as a party | eader.

He, however, denied that Umo was taking action to expel |eaders close
to forner deputy prine mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

"The person must show that he is loyal to the party. W took his
activities into account. For exanple, he asked for | eave fromhis post as
the division head and this is sonmething we have never given. No division
head had taken | eave and he al so did not attend the del egates conference.
We al so heard that his activities were not suitable for a | eader or
di vi sion head," he said.

Asked whet her such expul sions would affect Umo in the next genera
election, Dr Mahathir said it would not have any effect as the nunber
i nvol ved was very snal |

He said the nunber that left the party this tinme was small conpared
with 1987 when many Umo | eaders including at the top level left Umo to
fol |l ow Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah (who set up Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46).

"This tinme the nunber of leaders is small. The suprene council nenbers
apparently did not resign or take any action," he added.

On Tengku Razal ei gh's forecast that the general election wold be held

at the end of August or early Septenber, he said: "It is speculation |ike
everybody el se," he said.
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