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| WON'T BE SENI OR M NI STER WHEN | RETI RE, SAYS MAHATH R

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

PUTRAJAYA, June 21 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today he will not becone a senior nminister after his
retirement.

" VWen | retire, like a good old man, | retire. I will spend ny tine
prayi ng because ny days are over.

" So | have to prepare for the next world," he said in response to a
question at a news conference on his first day at his new office here.

Dr Mahathir, who officially noved into his new office at the
ul tra-nodern governnent adm nistrative capital about an hour's drive from
Kual a Lunpur, said the new office conplex was built to acconpodate the needs
of present and future prinme mnisters for the next 100 years and beyond.

" One does not plan for oneself but for the future of the country.

" As much as we built the KL International Airport for the next 100
years, we built this city for the next 100, 200, 300 years" he said.

The prinme minister said it was irrelevant for hi mwhether he would
occupy the new office or not because it was built for future governnents of
Mal aysi a.

He said the new office reflected sonme of his ideas, including the
general designs and appearance, in particular the big donme atop his office
bl ock.

Dr Mahathir said he had insisted that it should be the oni on-shape done
like the one that one could find in his hone town of Al or Setar in Kedah

" This is a very personal touch and | hope it is not too ugly in the
eyes of others.

"l hope my successors and the successors of ny successors wll enjoy
this building," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he had planned to retire in 1998 to give enough tine
for his successor to take over and prepare for the general election and
furthernore, the year was very inportant because Ml aysi a was hol di ng
several inportant events including the Coomonweal t h Ganes.

The prime minister had earlier explained that he decided to stay on
when he was forced to sack his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimafter
finding himmorally unfit to |lead the country. He has since appointed a new
deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badaw .

Putraj aya, which covers 4,581 hectares, is one of the two pl anned
intellegent cities under the Miultinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) project. The
pl ace was fornerly an oil pal mestate.

Dr Mahathir said the | ayout of the project was done by the Public Wrks
Department with no foreign consultants involved and the whol e project was
desi gned, built and managed by Ml aysi an conpani es usi ng 90 per cent
Mal aysi an materi al s.

"Although in the case of the furniture, the design is French, the
manuf acturers are Mal aysian, so are the chandeliers and everything el se
because we want this to be a showpi ece of Malaysia's ability to do things
in the construction industry," he said.

Dr Mahathir said there m ght be snide remarks and cynici smabout him
bei ng an extravagant Ml aysian prine mnister who was wasting noney with
the Putrajaya project but he could assure the people that the governnent
woul d nake a | ot of nobney out of the project.

"I expect the profit to be made by the government fromthe devel opnent
of Putrajaya to be very considerable...it is not a waste of noney," he



sai d.

He said the | and value of the area had al ready appreciated to RMLOO per
square foot in the mddle of the newcity and RMB5 per square foot in the
peri phery, conpared with RW per square foot when the governnent bought the
| and.

He woul d not be surprised if the | and value rose to RVb, 000 a square
foot in a hundred years.

"OF course, if you look fromthe viewpoint of sone people, this nad
prime mnister of Malaysia, as usual, is going crazy about mega projects...
yes, we have mega projects here but these are nmega projects which are very
wel | cal cul ated and we have the noney to finance this," he said.

The governnment had specially set up the Putrajaya Devel oprment
Cor poration which raised all the funds for the projects and is now renting
the office space fromthe corporation at a very reasonabl e rate.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment woul d di spose of sone of its properties
in the best sites of Kuala Lunmpur which would fetch a consi derabl e amount
of noney.

Sonme of the properties would be sold, sone used by other institutions
and universities and sonme converted i nto nmuseuns.

"My office and the cabinet room (at Jalan Datuk Onn) will be converted
into a museum because four prine mnisters of independent Ml aysi a had
worked in that office,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is now staying at his own house at the M nes Resort
City, is expected to nove into his new official residence in Putrajaya
bef ore Septenber this year.

A new official residence for the deputy prime mnister will also be
built in the newcity.
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