06 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r - MSC
| AP TO RE- EVALUATE MSC PROGRESS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC) Third Internationa
Advi sory Panel (IAP) meeting begi nning Thursday will re-eval uate the
progress of the MSC project.

"The di al ogue sessi ons, one-on-one neetings, sem nars, roundtable
sessi ons, conferences, visits and general networking have nmade it anply
clear that the MSC has captured the attention and i ndeed the inagi nation of
gl obal information technol ogy entrepreneurs,” he said.

Conpani es taking up offers in the MSC project would create val ue for
t hensel ves in an environnment uniquely suited to their needs, said Dr
Mahat hi r when | aunchi ng Ger man-based Si enmens' Futurel @, a
state-of-the--art multinedia lab, at the Petronas Twi n Towers here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the AP chairman will open the three-day | AP
nmeeting, to be held in Cyberjaya, about 40km south of here.

The 1 AP, conprising multinedia industry | eaders and gurus, was fornmed
to advise the governnent on the MSC, a 750sq km area | ocated between the
Kual a Lunpur City Centre and the KL International Airport in Sepang.

The MSC i s designated as a hub for the devel opnent of nultinedia
products and servi ces.

The prime minister said while MSC conpani es woul d hel p transform
Mal aysi a and the region, they would al so be contributing towards their own
role in the information age.

"What the conpanies learn and test in the MSCwill help prepare themto
sol ve probl ens faced when appl ying their technol ogi es and experti se
wor | dwi de, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the MSC of fered many opportunities for conpanies to
explore multimedia technologies to their limts.

"It is by far the nost conprehensive test bed devised for the purpose
of innovation and testing of technol ogies and their applications in the
i nformati on age,"” he said.

He said Mal aysia was proud to have Sienmens play an inportant role in
t he MSC.

The prime mnister said the governnment was going to great |engths and
taki ng great pains to harness the power of information technol ogy.

"The governnment believes that foreign firms such as Sienens will be
able to test all its ideas on the application of I T not only wi thout
hi ndrance, but with the support in terns of cost, infrastructure and
policies of the governnent." he said.

He said Sienens could hel p Mal aysi a becone product designers and not
j ust assenbl er of products.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent has made avail able the | and, the
physical infrastructure, the fiscal incentives and the soft infrastructure
in terms of Cyberlaws and a determni ned and disciplined workforce.

"But, we are short of the right technology to becone innovators of
mul ti medi a contents and applications," he said.

Dr Mahathir said by being actively involved in the MSC, Sienens could
share its technol ogi cal know how wi th Mal aysi an conpani es for nutual
benefit.

"Si enens can help us create and devel op applications that are
culturally conpatible with the various cultures of Asia. Through the MSC
Si emrens can al so assist |ocal conpanies to intensify R & D programmes,” he
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