13 APR 1999
Abdul | ah- Or der
| MPORTANT TO KEEP ORDER AND STABI LI TY, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, April 13 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi said today that it is inportant that order is kept
and stability maintained in the country.

"I think this is what all Ml aysians would want. | can't inagi ne anyone
who doesn't want that," he said in response to a question on the
governnent's preparation in anticipation of the judgnent in Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahims corruption trial to be delivered by the H gh Court here
t onor r ow.

He was speaking to reporters after |aunching the nmultinedia CD- ROM
call ed "Mahat hir: CEO Mal aysia | nc", here.

On the proposed gathering called by Anwar's supporters, Abdullah, who
is also Home M nister, said he had heard all sorts of runours about it but
declined to el aborate.

"W'll have to wait for tonorrow, " he said

A CNN journalist asked the deputy prine ninister whether the trial had
had an i npact on Mal aysia's prestige.

To this, Abdullah said: "I don't see how you can relate this to the
prestige of Malaysia. | think we still enjoy a good prestige, we are doing
wel | economically."

He said Mal aysia had nany friends as evidenced by its decisive victory
to secure a United Nations Security Council non-permanent seat even when
the country was levelled with a ot of criticisms over what was happeni ng
| ocal ly.

On the foreign nedia' s speculation that Anwar woul d be found guilty
tomorrow, he said the foreign nmedia seenmed to place i nportance on their own
Vi ews.

Abdul | ah al so said that Ml aysia enjoyed political freedom and
Mal aysi ans coul d deci de the governnent they wanted t hrough el ecti ons.

He said Ml aysi ans al so needed to change their attitude to face

i nternal and outside challenges en route to fulfilling the objectives of
Vi sion 2020 to nake Mal aysi a a devel oped country by that year.
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