11 JUN 1999
Sport s- Squash
| NAUGURAL KL SQUASH OPEN ATTRACTS STRONG FOREI GN FI ELD

KUALA LUMPUR, June 11 (Bernama) -- National chanpi on Ong Beng Hee and
current national nunber one Kenneth Low are the only two | ocal players
listed in the men's main draw of the inaugural Kuala Lunmpur Squash Open
Chanpi onshi ps here fromJune 29 to July 4.

In the first round, Beng Hee, ranked world nunber 79, wll neet
Egypti an Mohd Medhat Morsi, ranked world nunmber 58, while Kenneth will take
on Kashif Shuja of Pakistan.

In the wonen's nain draw, only |ocal number two Kuan Choy Lin made it
into the 16-player draw whil e national nunmber one Nicol David is anong 16
players listed to play in the qualifier.

There are four slots each reserved for qualifiers in both the nen's and
wonen' s mai n draws.

Kuan Choy will mneet Australian Melissa Vacca in the opening round.

In rel easing the draw and unveiling details on the chanpionship here
today, the Squash Rackets Associ ation of Kual a Lunmpur (SRAFT) president
Abdul | ah Sani Kari msaid the chanpi onship offered a total prize noney of
US$9, 000 ( RVB4, 200) .

The top seed in the nen's section is Australian world nunber 35, Billy
Haddrell while in the wonen's category is another Australian, Carol Owens
ranked world nunber 10.

Abdul | ah Sani hoped that the chanpi onship woul d be an annual affair.

He | ater received cheque fromthe main sponsor, TA Enterprise Berhad,
for RVM60, 000. The conpany was represented by its executive chairman, Datuk
Tony Ti ah.

Al so present at the function was Asian Squash Federation president
Mokhzani Mahat hir.

The champi onship will be held at the National Sports Council (NSC)
Courts in Jalan Duta here
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