01 SEP 1999
Sport s- Muhyi ddi n ( Endur ance)
| NCENTI VES FOR ENDURANCE SPORTS PARTI Cl PANTS

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 1 (Bernama) -- The governnment will give incentives
to Mal aysi ans who bring glory to the nation in endurance sports, Youth and
Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin said.

This followed Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s call for
Mal aysi ans to participate in tough and endurance sports, Mihyiddin said.

The Cabi net agreed that such efforts which reflected self confidence
and willingness to battle the odds shoul d be appreciated and renmenbered, he
told reporters here.

Over the past years, Mal aysi ans managed to neet tough chal |l enges
including the clinmb up the world's tallest peak, free fall over the north
pol e and the expedition on foot to the Artic.

The | atest was the sol o circumavigating round the gl obe effort by
Dat uk Azhar Mansor

Muhyi ddi n said the next chall enge was the expedition down to the
Antartic.

He said the incentives could be in the formof cash, nedals and
schol ar shi ps.

"It can also be in terns pronotion where we will recognise their
achi evenents and pay ex-gratia in case of deaths, lost of ability while
attenpting the endurance sports especially those acknow eged by world
sports bodies," he said.

Muhyi ddin said a conmittee chaired by himand conpri sing
representatives of the finance and education mnistries, Public Service
Department and private sector would draw out the guidelines for the
accredi tation of Ml aysians' achi evenment in such sports.

The programe woul d run along the lines of the Mal aysi a Bol eh concept,
he sai d.
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