09 SEP 1999
Razal ei gh- Umo
| NCLUSI ON I N SUPREME COUNCI L UNEXPECTED, SAYS KU LI

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sept 9 (Bernamm) -- Kel antan Umo chi ef Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah said the nmove to allow himto attend Umo Suprene Counci l
meeti ngs has cone as a surprise to him

He t hanked Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for giving him
the trust.

"I myself did not know...l only learnt about it through the
newspapers,” he told reporters after neeting Kual a Terengganu Unmo di vi si on
nmenber s here today.

Dr Mahathir, after chairing the Suprenme Council neeting |ast night,
announced that Tengku Razal ei gh could now sit in at its neetings by virtue
of his position as Kelantan Umo head and also his role in Barisan
Nasi onal 's preparations for the next general election.

Tengku Razal ei gh said his inclusion in Suprene Council neetings was an
honour to Kel antan Umo and a heavy responsi bility which he woul d di scharge
to the best of his ability.

He believed that his attendance woul d boost cooperation between
state-level party leaders and help BNto return to power in Kel antan.

"Kelantan is still in PAS hands and God willing, with the help of al
parties and cooperation of Kelantan Umo, naybe we can w est power
there...but we have to work hard," he said.

He al so scoffed at the Kelantan Menteri Besar's political secretary
Husam Musa's call to himto use his influence to wite off the Kel antan
governnent's RVbB50 million debt with the federal governnent.

"If they (PAS) cannot settle the debt, they should hand over power to
us," he said.

"This shows that PAS is not capable of administering Kelantan, and
because of this they have done nothing in their 10 years of ruling
Kel ant an, " he sai d.

He said it was usual for states and even countries to have debts, but
it was inportant to use the [ oans for econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent so
that when the state has noney it could settle the debt.
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