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| NCREASE PRODUCTI VI TY, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 30 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has call ed on workers to continue to increase productivity
to help the econom c recovery of the country.

They shoul d not be choosy about jobs at tinmes when the country is
trying to revive its econony even though the wages are not |ike the good
days.

"We are conpetiting aggressively with other countries and success wl |
depend on how high is our productivity.

"If we fail, the effect will be felt by all including the workers. On
the other hand, if our productivity increases, the success will also be
shared by all," he said in his nmessage to mark the Workers Day which falls
t onor r ow.

Dr Mahathir al so wanted the workers to continue to be discipline and
adopt good work ethics besides giving attention to work quality.

"We are grateful to Allah SWI because the workers in this country do
not face mmjor problens |ike retrenchnent on | arge scale in several other
countries," he said.

The Prime Mnister said the situation was the result of the i mediate
and firmnmeasures taken by the governnent to stop attenpts by certain
peopl e to destroy the Mal aysi an econony.

"Now, thanks to the cooperation of all including the workers, the
measur es taken by the government have shown positive effects,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government was al ways concerned with the probl ens
of the workers and had taken steps to safeguard their interest at tines
when the country was facing econoni c probl ens.

These included intensifying construction projects and i nfrastructures
as economic activities in the construction sector would directly provide
enpl oynent opportunities, he said.

"Wth enpl oyment opportunities available, the people will not feel the
pain of the effects of a weak econony which we are still facing," he said.

The Prime M nister thanked the workers in the country for understandi ng
the problens facing the country by not resorting to irresponsible actions
and maki ng econonic recovery efforts nmore difficult.

"We see in countries of frequent industrial actions by the workers
demandi ng wages beyond the neans of their enployers, further aggravating
the problens and situation,” he said.

Under such a situation, with frequent currency fluctuations and
inflation, increase in incone would be neani ngl ess because of |ess
pur chasi ng power, he said.

On the contrary in Ml aysia, Dr Mahathir said that although wages did
not increase nuch, the workers' cost of living were not nmuch affected due
to the stability of the ringgit and low inflation

The nunber of retrenched workers and unenpl oyed was al so snmall and
there shoul d not have been unenpl oynment because there were plenty of jobs
as reflected by the presence of nmany foreign workers in the country if only
Mal aysi ans were not that choosy, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment wanted the workers to earn nore through
i ncreased producitivity because it hel ped to devel op the country's econony.

"Each tinme a person spends, another person will make profit. The profit
is then spent and another party including workers will benefit.

"The nore frequent the nobney changes hands, the better will be the



econony," he said.

He al so praised the workers unions for "industrial peace" in Ml aysia
and this would directly help the economi c recovery of the country as it
enhanced confidence of foreign and | ocal investors.
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