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I ncul cat e good val ues anong students: PM

Sreerema Banoo
PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yest erday cal |l ed on teachers
toinculcate and instill good and cul tural val ues anong students to ensure
the country's progress.
He said while parents inpart the basis of good culture to their
children, it is the teachers who really incul cate good val ues t hat ensure
t he success of a race or country.
"There are efforts by those who want to conquer us. \Wether they succeed
or not depends on our culture and here teachers play an inportant role,”
he said at the | aunch of the national Teachers' Day cel ebration in Kual a
Lunmpur yesterday.
He said the rol e of teachers should not be confined to inparting
know edge al one. The instilling of good val ues shoul d be given inportance
to ensure that know edge gai ned will be used wi sely when t hese students
become nenbers of society.
He said there are efforts to pollute our culture and nake it the culture
of failures.
He said there are times when bad val ues are i nparted on i npressionabl e
m nds by certain quarters to advance their own agenda
These students will then have a distorted viewwhich will |ead themto
destroy t hensel ves and soci ety.
"If good values are inculcated in the fanily and at school, then the
race will succeed. The power lies in the hands of teachers," he said.
Teachers, he said, play arole in teaching students to distinguish
bet ween good and bad cul tures.
By havi ng good val ues and cultures, society will then be able to
wi t hstand the destructive cultures of the West.
Western cul ture, which places i nportance on individual freedomand t hat
the "individual is king" may have brought success to the West, he said.
"But today, we see the deacy in the Western society. Children do not
respect parents or teachers,” he said adding that it is unsurprisingto
hear of young students carrying guns to school and killing their fell ow
school mat es.
He felt that only those with aninferiority conplex will followthese
cul tures unquestioningly.
Al ready, he said there are signs of the "dirty" ways of the Wst
i nfesting here such as the use of swear words in our witings.
He sai d those who do these things will say that it is "their freedomas
an individual and the Governnment has no right to forbid us to do what we
want " even though their actions hurt soci ety and destroy our cul ture.
This, he said, is a formof recol oni sation by the Wst.
He added that if we are i ncapabl e of di stinguising between good and bad
cul tures and choose to followbad cultures, this will retard our progress
and we will become a backward race.
Dr Mahat hir added that whil e sal ary and rewards were i nportant, teachers
need to feel satisfaction fromthe results of their work, for exanpl e,
when they see their students becone successful, they will feel that they
have contributed to this success.
Teachers, he said, have a right to take sone of the credit of their
students' success.
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