08/ 05/ 1999

I ndonesia hails PMs offer to help tackle forest fires

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Indonesia has wel coned Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s offer of help to fight forest firesinlight of its
inability to do so adequately because of the econom c sl owdown.

Its People's Wlfare and Poverty Al l eviation M nister Professor Dr
Har yono Suyono sai d today the offer was testi nony of the cl ose friendship
enj oyed by both nations.

"What makes the rel ationship even nore neaningful is that both countries
are always willing to help each other out indifficult tines.

"Mal aysi a has proven the saying that a friend in need is a friend
i ndeed.

"I will submt a report on what | have gathered during ny visit hereto
President B.J. Habibie and | believe he will also thank Mal aysi a and Dr
Mahat hir for the of fer of assistance,” he said after witnessing the Fire
and Rescue Departnment's rescue denonstration at Tanan Tasi k Ti ti wangsa
t oday.

Har yono, who was acconpani ed by Information Mnister Datuk Seri Mhaned
Rahmat who i s al so the National Disaster Relief and Managenent Conmittee
chai rman, spent about an hour wi tnessing the denponstration

Two M -17 helicopters, belonging to the Fire and Rescue Departnent,
denmonstrated their water bonbing and forest fire-fighting capabilities.
There was al so a wat er rescue denonstration by the departnment's scuba
t eam

Haryono sai d | ndonesi a was unable to emul ate Mal aysia's fire-fighting
and rescue capabilities because of the econonic situation

Meanwhi | e, Fire and Rescue Departnent director-general Datuk Soh Cha
Hock sai d the departnent was prepared to send a teamof fire-fighters to
I ndonesi a shoul d t he Government decide to so.

He said the departnent was training firemen for such nissions since the
first batch of firenen was sent to I ndonesia in 1997
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