07/ 03/ 1999
I ndependent candi date pul s out fromcontest

Rashi d Yusof; Joni ston Bangkuai; Jasw nder Kaur
KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - Wth six canpai gning days left in the Sabah
el ection, an i ndependent candi date has pul | ed out.

H s w thdrawal canme am d grow ng specul ation that sone of the other 26
i ndependents and aspirants fromm nor parties nmay al so w t hdr aw.

The main parties, meanwhile, stepped up their offensive.

Bari san Nasi onal chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad concl uded a
whi rl wi nd canpai gn today.

The canpai gn took himto five nmeet-the-people sessions in 36 hours.

Wth other Umo big guns |ike Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi and vi ce-
president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak al so i n Sabah, Dr Mahathir told a
Press conference before | eaving for Labuan that he woul d be back next week
for the final round of campaigning.

Oficials saidthe Prime Mnister would return to the canmpaign trail on
Wednesday and Thursday, just before polling day on March 12-13.

Toni ght, Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan of Parti Bersatu Sabah
appeared at a ceramah here in conjunction with its 14th anni versary
cel ebrations.

And, Parti Bersekutu has advertised in newspapers its open house at the
resi dence of Datuk Harris Salleh tonorrow.

At the Press conference, Dr Mahathir spoke of the large turnout at the
pl aces he went.

He reiterated his optim smthat the BN woul d w n.

"Al'l the communities seemto support or at |east showinterest in
supporting the BN, " he said.

El aborating on the salient points of his speeches during his tour, Dr
Mahat hir, touching on Federal -State ties, denounced the pl edge by PBS and
Bersekutu to work with the Federal Government as trying to hoodw nk
voters.

He al so pointed out on the need for a big win for BN

Dr Mahathir said a Governnent surviving on one or two seat-mgjority
woul d be exposed to crossovers by di ssatisfied Assenbl ynen.

Asked to conment on a hypothetical situation of a "hung" State Assenbly
like it was in 1994 when PBS took 25 seats against BN s 23, Dr Mahathir
said: "I don't think this is going to happen.”

In 1994, the BNfaced a difficult tinme, unable to put up posters or
establish operation roons in certain areas.

But the people, he said, had changed their perception after assessing
t he performance of the BN Governnent.

Stressing the need for continuity at the Federal Governnment, he said
regardl ess of whether a Chinese, a non-MislimBum putera or a Muslim
Bum put era became Chief Mnister, it would be the sane Governnment at the
centre.

Asked whet her a good showi ng by the BN may | ead to an early general
el ection, he said: "W do general el ections when we think it is good for
us ... we are going to wn.

"It does not nean that because we do well here, we woul d have good
showi ng t here (peninsula)."

However, a strong BN perfornmance m ght force opposition parties to crack
and | ose their objectives, he said.

Meanwhi | e, the first independent candidate to bow out is Badal @
Samsuddi n Kansa, one of six aspirants for the Kal abakan seat in Tawau.



Wth 21 of the 32 i ndependent candi dates | osing their deposits in 1994,
what the other "minor" candidates will do next has been t he subject of
much specul ati on.

"WAit until Monday," said a Parti Setia candi date when asked whet her he
woul d pul | out.

It islearnt that the PBS was trying to persuade three renegades -
Conrad Mpjuntin (Myog), Paul Toml nmbayan (Bengkoka) and Dausi n Pangal i n
(Tenpasuk) - contesting as i ndependents to w thdraw.

| nbhayan and Pangal i n were the PBS candi dates for Bengkoka and Tenpasuk
in the 1994 el ection but both | ost.

Pasok, the ol dest surviving party i n Sabah, issued a statenment today
distancing itself fromthe sol e candi date contesting under its banner,
Cetus S. Mjingol.

( END)
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