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| NDI AN WORKERS SUBM TS MEMO TO PM

KUALA LUMPUR, June 15 (Bernama) -- Thirty-siXx non-governmenta
organi sations claimng to represent sone half a mllion Indian workers
t hroughout the country today handed over a menorandumto the prine mnister
di sputing data on progress made by the comunity in the md-termrevi ew of
t he Sevent h Mal aysi a Pl an.

The menorandum cal |l ed on the governnent to review the data which they
described as unrealistic and questi onabl e.

It was accepted on behal f of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad by Mhaned
Shafi g Abdul | ah, his assistant special functions officer.

A spokesman of the group, K Arunmugam told reporters that studies by
various groups showed that the najority of Ml aysian Indians were still in
the working class category and occupyi ng | ow paying jobs in the governnent
and private sector.

But the md-termreport put the nonthly household i ncones for the
Indians in the urban and rural sector in 1997 at RM3, 289 and RM, 019
respectively, with an annual growth rate of 16.4 per cent and 16.5 per cent
respectively between 1996 and 1997, the hi ghest anpong the three maj or
et hni ¢ groups, he said.

Arunugam said it indicated that the household i ncone of Indians was
consi stently higher than that of the Bum puteras up to 1997 with the annua
growth rate of urban Indian household at 24 per cent higher than the urban
Bum putera and 20 per cent higher than urban Chinese.

"The information inplies that the Indian househol ds are earni ng nore
than the national average for all ethnic groups and are perforning
exceptionally well both in the rural and urban sector. W content that the
i nformati on does not reflect the present reality of the Ml aysi an |Indi ans,
and the magjority of the Indians are still in the working class, earning | ow
wages, " he said.

"Based on our analysis, the md-termreport nmust be reviewed in order
that the poverty of the Ml aysian Indians and other mnorities be addressed
in the devel opment programmes for poverty eradication and restructuring of
the society," he said.

The group al so urged the prime mnister to clarify the report and nake
clear the governnment's position in addressing the needs of the working
cl ass Mal aysi an I ndi ans and other mnorities.
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