31 AUG 1999
Sany Vellu-MC
| NDI AN COVMUNI TY URGED TO UNI TE UNDER M C

SHAH ALAM Aug 31 (Bernama) -- Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu
today urged the Indian conmunity to unite under the MC to raise
gri evances, issues and problens affecting the community with one single
Voi ce.

He said that only MC could represent and work for the conmmnity's
progress and advancenent to nake themat par with other races in the
country.

"It is ny aspirations to see the conmunity united under M C so that
anyt hing concerning the community can be raised with one voice," he told
reporters after receiving 20,000 application forns to join the party from
forner People's Progressive Party (PPP) nenbers at Stadi um Mel awati here.

The fornms were handed over to himby former Sel angor PPP chairnman, Al ex
Thi agarasan. Thi agarasan resigned fromPPP a few nonths ago citing
irreparabl e differences with the party's | eadership.

Besi des Sel angor, the applications were also fromformer PPP nenbers in
Kedah, Mel aka and Pul au Pi nang.

Sany Vellu, who is also MC president, said it was his sincere wish to
see the Indian comunity renai ned undivided in their support to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and the Bari san Nasional (BN)
gover nnent .

He al so appreci ated the nove by former PPP nenbers to join MC, a
conmponent party of the BN instead of joining the opposition parties.

"Their decision to join MC only goes to show that they do not w sh see
a split within the Indian community, thus strenthening the community's
undi vi ded support to the Prime Mnister and the BN governnent," Sany Vellu
sai d.

He al so said he was very confident that in time to cone, except the
| eaders, nmost of the nmenbers in the Indian Progressive Front (IPF) party,
the only other Indian based party in the country will join MC

Sany Vel lu said the 20,000 applications were approved en bloc to
facilitae the registration of 200 new branches in the country, increasing
the nunber of M C branches in the country to 4,250 with a nenbership of
530, 500.

He said anot her 24,000 nenbership forns fromformer PPP nenbers from
Per ak, Sel angor, Mel aka and Pul au Pi nang were expected to be submtted
within the next two to three weeks.

Sany Vellu said fornms had al so been issued to | PF nenbers who had
expressed desire to rejoin MC and the party hoped to reci eve between 7, 000
and 8, 000 | PF nenbers.

Asked why those who joined the party were gi ven new branches, Sany
Vel lu said that he wanted themto hold positions and starting afresh to
serve their nmenbers.
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