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| NDON MAGAZI NE CALLS DR MAHATHI R WEF HERO

JAKARTA, Feb 12 (Bernama) -- An | ndonesi an weekly magazi ne has call ed
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamed a hero of |ast nonth's 1999
Worl d Econom ¢ Forum (VEF) meeting in Davos, Switzerland.

He nerited the accol ade for outstanding perfornmance at the WEF neeting,
the Panji Masyarakat said in an article titled "Khabar Bai k Dari Jiran"
(good news fromthe nei ghbour).

In the article, Panji Masyarakat, which clained to have a circul ation
of 60, 000, asked who anong the world | eaders at the neeting, deserved to be
call ed a hero.

World figures who attended the neeting included South African president
Nel son Mandel a, United Nations secretary-general Kofi Annan and
controversial international financier George Soros, whomDr Mhat hir had
often openly referred to as a rogue specul ator.

"They may be the stars of the forum but not the hero. The hero is none
other than PM Dr Mahathir," according to the article in the nagazine's
| atest edition.

It said these |um naries mght appear to have outshone Dr Mahathir, but
on the quiet he stood as a hero, in particular for countries besi eged by
the current financial crisis, said the nmagazi ne.

At the recent WEF neeting, Dr Mahathir, whomthe Indonesian nedia had
once nicknamed "little Sukarno", again called for regul ations to check
excessive currency specul ation, the article said.

Dr Mahathir al so suggested at the forumthat governnents incapabl e of
penal i si ng greedy currency specul ators shoul d resign.

Al ongsi de the three-paged article anal ysing the regi onal financial
crisis which had badly bel eaguered I ndonesia and Thailand in particular, is
a side bar piece -- "Krisis apa?" (what crisis?).

The pi ece conmended neasures adopted by Mal aysia to revitalise her
econony and insulate the ringgit frommarket uncertainties and these steps,
it said, were working.

This made the country appear as if it was not at all affected by the
econom ¢ problens as her people were still able to continue | eading a
normal life, it said.

The "Panji Masyarakat" was founded by |Indonesia's renown |slamc
scholar the late Haji Abdul Malik Kari Anrullah or Pak Hanmka in the early
1960s.
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