09 DEC 1999
I ndonesi a- Mal aysi a
| NDONESI A DENI ES FEER REPORT ON MALAYSI A- | SRAEL TI ES

By: Openg Onn

JAKARTA, Dec 9 (Bernama) -- Indonesia has deni ed a Hong Kong-based
magazi ne report quoting President Abdurrahman Wahi d as sayi ng Mal aysi an
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had sought Abdurrahman's help
to establish closer ties between Mal aysia and |srael .

I ndonesi an Foreign Mnister Alwi Shi hab described the Far Eastern
Econom ¢ Review (FEER) report in its Dec 9 issue as "basel ess".

The FEER, in its intelligence colum, quoted Abdurrahman as sayi ng he
was asked by Dr Mahathir "to help establish closer rel ati ons between
Mal aysi a and | srael ".

Mal aysi an Foreign Mnister Syed Ham d Al bar had deni ed the FEER report
two days ago.

"I was present in the neeting between Dr Mahathir and Gus Dur (as
Abdurrahman is fondly known) in Malaysia early |ast nonth and not hi ng on
I srael was nentioned," Alw said here today.

"I al so acconpani ed Gus Dur on his other overseas trips and | have
never heard the president giving such a statenent."

He said in the neeting, Abdurrahman and Dr Mahat hir have nmutual respect
for each other and as such, the Indonesian president was unlikely to nake a
statenment to tarnish the good nane of the Malaysian Prine Mnister.

Alwi said Abdurrahman believed he had never given such a statenent.

"Did the FEER journalist misreport or was it done on purpose or that
soneone had a certain notive?" he asked.

He sai d I ndonesia and Mal aysia have cl ose ties which no one could
under mi ne.

Alwi said his officials had nmet the Ml aysi an Anbassador here Dat uk
Rast am Mohamed | sa yesterday to clarify the matter.

Asked if Indonesia woul d take action agai nst FEER he said: "if they
have a representative here, | could talk to them™
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