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Mahat hi r - | ndonesi a
| NDONESI A WANTS PROBLEMS SCOLVED THROUGH NEGOTI ATI ON, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today | ndonesia feels that bil ateral problens between the
republic and Mal aysi a can be resol ved t hrough negoti ati ons.

This was stated by I ndonesi an President Abdurrahman Wahid in his
meeting with Dr Mahat hir here yesterday.

"We (Mal aysia) found that in terns of bilateral relations, there are
not many changes, except that they (lndonesia) feel that any probl em
bet ween Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a can be resol ved t hrough negoti ati ons wi t hout
referring to third parties," he told reporters at the Deepavali open house
of Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu, here.

The bilateral problens between the two countries include the
overl apping clainms over the Ligitan and Si padan i sl ands.

Asked about his neeting with Abdurrahman, Dr Mahathir said their
di scussi on was to touch base because Mal aysia wanted to get to know the new
| ndonesi an governnent better.

Abdurrahman, popul arly known as Gus Dur, left for Myanmar this norning
after a two-day working visit to Ml aysi a.

On I ndonesi a's request for additional credit for the purchase of rice,
Dr Mahathir said Malaysia was quite prepared to extend the credit to the
republic.

"W have been giving themsone credit for the supply of rice. W have
al ready sent one shipnment worth about US$50 million, but they need nore, we
are quite prepared to extend nore credit to them" he said.

The prime minister said the credit facility was extended to | ndonesia
inthe spirit of hel ping a nei ghbour.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, when briefing reporters
after the Ml aysi a-1 ndonesi a neeting yesterday, said | ndonesia had
requested for an additional US$200 million to the US$100 mllion credit
line extended to it by Petronas to purchase rice.

Syed Hami d said I ndonesia, the world's fourth nost popul ous nation,
used to be a net exporter of rice but was now unable to buy the comodity
due to lack of foreign reserves as a result of the country's financial
woes.

Asked if Mal aysia woul d take nore workers from I ndonesia, Dr Mahathir
said it would if there was a need, but at the nmoment there were enough
wor kers in the country.
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