08/ 11/ 1999
I ndonesi a, Mal aysia to resolve di sputes through tal ks

Car ol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Indonesia wants all bilateral problens between the
republic and Mal aysi a to be resol ved t hrough negoti ati ons, rather than
being referred to third parties.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said this was told to him
by I ndonesi an Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahi d when t hey nmet yest er day.

He sai d I ndonesi a bel i eved that problens coul d be resol ved between t he
two countries and there was no need to bring third parties into the
pi cture.

The bil ateral problens i nclude overl apping clains to the Ligitan and
Si padan i sl ands.

Abdur r ahman, popul arly known as Gus Dur, made a qui ck stopover in
Mal aysi a yesterday. He | eft for Yangon this norning.

Dr Mahathir said there was not nuch change in terns of bilateral
rel ati ons between the two countries, although I ndonesiarecently had a
change in | eadershi p.

"W touched base," Dr Mahat hir said about his neeting with Abdurrahman.

"As this is a new |l eadership, we want to get to know them their stands
and policies."

"We (Mal aysia) found that interns of bilateral relations, there is not
much change except that they (Indonesia) felt that any probl embet ween
Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a coul d be resol ved through negotiations," he told
reporters at the open house of Wirks M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel | u.

Asked about | ndonesia's request for an additional US$200 nmillion (RW/60
mllion) inthe credit Iine extended to it by Petronas to purchase rice,
Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysia was prepared to help.

"We have al ready sent one shipnent (of rice) worth about US$50 nillion
but they need nore. We are quite prepared to extend nore credit to them

"I't's hel ping a neighbour, that's all," he said.

Petronas had earlier extended a credit |ine of US$100 m|lion.

Asked i f Mal aysi a woul d take i n nore | ndonesi an workers, Dr Mahathir
saidif the country needed nore workers, it would hire thembut for the
time being, it had enough workers.

Abdur rahman, who is on a whirlw nd tour of eight Southeast Asian
countries, was al so granted an audi ence with Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah yest erday.

Dr Mahat hir hosted a dinner for himlast night.

According to Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar who briefed
reporters yesterday, the two | eaders al so di scussed politics, investnent,
trade and Asean, and the Aceh probl em
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