02 COCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Message
| NFRASTRUCTURE KEY TO MALAYSI A BECOM NG DEVELOPED NATI ON, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 2 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad says
that road and transportation facilities will continue to play a pivotal
role in Malaysia's drive to be a devel oped nation by the year 2020.

The prime mnister says over the |ast decade, the road network in the
country has expanded significantly as seen by the construction and
compl etion of the multi-billion ringgit North-South expressway and ot her
privatised hi ghways.

He said this in his nessage in the 21st (XXI) Wrld Road Congress
souvenir book.

The week-1ong congress is schedul ed to be opened by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi at the Putra World Trade Centre,
here, tonorrow.

Dr Mahathir said the congress will provide an oportunity for
participants to see for thensel ves how t he network of the road
infrastructure and transportation facilities have played a leading role in
Mal aysi a' s soci al and econom c progress.

"Besi des offering good hi ghways, transportation and tel ecomruni cati ons
facilities, Malaysia is an ideal |location to host this congress and ot her
simliar events," he said.

"It is ny hope that this congress will allow the expert to share and
exchange know edge on various aspects of road technol ogi es and achi eve a
better understandi ng of the problemfacing both devel opi ng and devel oped
countries,"” Dr Mahathir said.

He said the congress incorporates not only the efforts of the
governnent departnments and agenci es, but al so those of the private sector,
organi sati ons and corporations involved in the road i ndustry.

The congress is jointly organised by the Wrld Road Associ ation and the
Mal aysi an gover nnent .

Sonme 2,000 participants fromover 90 countries will take part in the
congress where experts in road design construction and managenent will have
the opportunity to give their views and assessnent on the |atest technica
devel opnent and practices related to road engi neeri ng.

This is the saecond tine the congress is being held in an Asian country
si nce the congress was founded in 1909. The first Asian country to hold the
congress was Japan, in Tokyo, in 1967.
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