08/ 01/ 1999
| nspect or-General of Police resigns (HL)

Ashraf Abdul I ah; R V. Veera

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahim
Noor announced hi s resignation today, assum ng responsibility for the

injuries suffered by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwhile in police custody.

H s announcenent cane two days after the di scl osure by Attorney-CGenera
Tan Sri Mohtar Abdul | ah that the police were responsible for sonme of the
injuries on the former Deputy Prine Mnister while he was in their |ega
cust ody.

In a three-paragraph statenent faxed to the Press, Rahi msaid:

"I refer to the Press statement by the honourabl e Attorney-General on
Jan 5, 1999 regarding the police investigation onthe injuries of YB Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim

"I'n para 9 of the statement, the honourable Attorney-General is of the
opi nion that the Royal Malaysia Police is fully responsible for the
injuries to the conplainant while he was in | egal custody of the police.

"I, as Inspector-Ceneral of the Royal Ml aysia Police, assune ful
responsibility in respect of the matters referred thereto.

"I have therefore taken a decision to termnate nmy service as the
| nspector-General of Police with effect fromtonorrow, Jan 8, 1999."

The resignation of Rahim who becane the third Ml aysi an | nspect or-
CGeneral on Jan 16, 1994 when he succeeded Tun Hani f Omar, cones five
nmont hs before his first yearly contract ends.

Rahi m s servi ce was extended on contract basis after his retirenment in
June | ast year.

H s announcenent cane am dst mounting criticismof the police force over
the A-G s revel ation that sone of the injuries on Anwar were caused by the
police.

Various quarters, including political parties and non-governnent al
organi sations, had called for a deeper investigation and acti on agai nst
t he nenber or nenbers of the police force who had assaul ted Anwar.

Par agraph 9 of Mohtar's statenent on Tuesday reads:

"As | have stated earlier, police investigationin this case has not
been conpl et ed.

"Fromthe evi dence obtained so far, a prima faci e case has not yet been
di scl osed to enabl e the institution of prosecution under section 323 of
t he Penal Code agai nst any person for causing hurt to the conpl ai nant or
for abetting the comm ssion of such offence

"The report of the panel of doctors shows that there were several
injuries suffered by the conpl ai nant before his arrest by the police.

"Based on the nedical reports and i nvestigation file of the Speci al
I nvestigation Teamas a whole, | amsatisfied that several injuries
al | eged by the conpl ai nant are not true, while there are injuries on
certain parts of his body which are proved to have been caused by police
of ficers whilst he was in police custody.

"l amal so of the opinion that the Royal Malaysia Police is fully
responsi bl e for the injuries to the conpl ai nant whilst he was in the | ega
custody of the police.

"Neverthel ess, the i nvestigation which has been carried out so far has
not identified the person or persons responsible for such injuries."

Moht ar sai d he had on Dec 30 ordered t he Speci al |Investigation Team
headed by Assi stant Conmi ssi oner Mat Zain | brahimto intervi ew Rahi mand
several senior officers whose statenents had not been recorded.



Anwar | odged a police report on Sept 27 | ast year claimng that he was
assaul ted by the police.

He was arrested on Sept 20 for disrupting public order and was | ater
det ai ned under the Internal Security Act.

Yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said the
Gover nment woul d consi der suggestions by the various quarters for the
setting up of an i ndependent inquiry to investigate injuries sustained by
Anwar .

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Hone M nister, said the police investigation
was not concl usive probably because a | ower ranking officer, who carried
out the investigation, was not in a positionto record statenments from
hi gher-ranking officers.

Rahi m who joined the police as a cadet Assistant Superintendent in
Sept enmber 1969, played a key role when he was with the Special Branch in
negotiations with the then Communi st Party of Malaya, whichledtoits
nmenbers | ayi ng down their weapons in |ate 1989.
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