27 SEP 1999
Abdul I ah-agricul ture
| NTENSI FY R&D I N AGRI CULTURE, SAYS ABDULLAhO

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sept 27 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi today called for Research and Devel opnment in
agriculture to be intensified, with commercialisation in mnd

He said that although the Mal aysian Agricultural Research and
Devel opnent Institute (Mardi) had carried out many researches and nmade new
di scoveries for the comrercialisation of agricultural produce, there seened
to be a lack of interest anong those concer ned.

"I't could be due to greater conpetition fromthe industrial and
pl antation sectors. | don't know," he told reporters after opening the 25th
general neeting of the Terengganu Farmers' Organisation, here.

Abdul  ah, who is on a two-day visit to Terengganu, said there nust be a
change of attitude anpbng the people for the devel opnent of the agricultura
sector.

"W need to change the way people think, including the farnmers, that
the agricultural sector too could al so provide substantial profits.

"Peopl e prefer to develop vast land for oil palns and eventually for
housi ng schenes or golf courses...it's a question of choice," he said.

He said such attitude should be changed because agriculture had mnmuch
nmore offer, for exanple farnmers could be the suppliers of raw nmaterials to
food factories.

"If this is given due attention...God willing our agricultural sector
wi Il have bright future and nore devel oped,” he said.

Abdul | ah sai d the governnent woul d continue to provi de assistance to
enable the farmers to increase their productivity.

In his speech, he said the new vision of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is to develop the agricultural sector to nmake Mal aysia as
a food producer

But he said | andowners nust be willing to let their |Iand be devel oped
for comrercial agriculture as the vision also involved participation of the
private sector.

Abdul | ah sai d the governnment woul d al so revi ew the educati on systemto
produce agricul tural workers.

In this respect, he said the cabinet recently decided that Universiti
Putra Mal aysia (UPM shoul d provide nore courses relating to agriculture
coveri ng managenment, technol ogy and marketi ng aspect.

He said there woul d al so be a review of functions of agricultura
agencies to avoid duplication which woul d be a waste of public funds.
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