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KAJANG, April 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today urged
Mal aysi ans to use the new mllenniumas a starting point for themto
intensify efforts to realise Vision 2020 to nake Ml aysi a a devel oped
country.

The Prime Mnister said the arrival of the new m |l enni umwould bring
chal | enges of gl obalisation and information technology in all aspects of
human |ife, including the econony, social, education, business and
i ndustrial sectors.

"W cannot isolate ourselves fromthese changes. What we need to do is
prepare ourselves to tackle the chall enges and grab the opportunities
created by these changes," he said in his speech | aunching Kol ej |kram
her e.

Hi s speech was read out by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahnmad Badawi .

Dr Mahathir was di sappoi nted that governnent allocations for research
and devel opnent (R&D) were not fully used up by research institutions.

He congratul ated Kumpul an | kram Sdn Bhd for its R&D efforts in
mul ti medi a applications for geotechnical information systemon land in the
country.

Dr Mahathir also called on the people to al ways have the desire to
| earn, conduct research and make inventions, and that they must persevere
until they have achi eved success.

He said with this attitude, "we will inevitably becone a devel oped race
who can successfully conpete with others”

"W should not think that the efficiency in conducting R&D lies with
ot her people or certain races only. Actually, we also have the sane
ability. They al so acknow edged that quite a | ot of research and
devel opnent has been undertaken in this country, especially in
agriculture,” he said.

However, the country's achievenents in fields |ike mechanical,
el ectrical and el ectronics, nedical and several others were still |acking,
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir al so sai d peace and harnmony were the basis for any country
to achi eve prosperity, progress and the civilisation of its race.

"Al'l the anbitions and beautiful dreanms of a country will evaporate
wi t hout peace and harnmony. Even rich and i ndependent countries cannot
mai ntain their i ndependence and wealth w t hout peace," he said.

As such, he reninded the people to continue to strengthen unity and
preserve the exi sting peace and harnmony.

"Unity and understanding nust be in its conpl ete sense, whether anobng
humans, races, communities or between governnment agencies and the private
sector," he said.

Dr Mahathir said culture also played a very inportant role in
det erm ni ng whet her a race woul d be devel oped or otherw se.

Al t hough culture was inherited, contenporary influence also had an
effect in shaping it, he said.

"As such, we can consciously shape a culture that can bring progress
and success to us," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said nost privatised agenci es had brought benefits to
the country, but the governnent woul d study any weaknesses in the
privatisation policy to rectify them



"Privatisation has also given us an opportunity to nake a success of
the New Economic Policy (NEP), that is to elimnate identification of race
wi th occupation,” he said.

He said allegations by foreigners that the NEP benefited only several
cronies and famlies of governnent |eaders were made out of their hatred
for Bum puteras whomthey had | abell ed as stupid, |lazy and the |iKke.

"Theirs is a racist attitude that assunes Asians cannot possibly be
honest, " he sai d.

Al so present at the cerenpny were Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak, Works Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu and Deputy Science,
Technol ogy and Environnment M nister Datuk Abu Bakar Daud.
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