04 SEP 1999

I NTENSI FY PROGRAMMVES TO CREATE Al DS- FREE YOUTH, SAYS S' WAK

KUCHI NG Sept 4 (Bernama) -- Sarawak Assistant Mnister in the Chief
Mnister's OOfice AlIfred Yap said the governnent-initiated programe to
pronote Aids-free youths or Prostar needed to be intentisifed.

He nmade the call in the light of recent disclosure by Ml aysian Aids
Counci | president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir that Ml aysians in the 18-30
age group was a high-risk group because of their ignorance of HV, the
vi rus whi ch causes Ai ds.

Prostar had so far enlisted 21,000 youths nation-wide to join the
progr anme.

"El ders not only have to oversee the daily activities of youths but
al so educate themon the Aids scourge," Yap said when flagging off the
national -l evel Prostar run here today.

Oficial figures showed that 23,571 Mal aysi ans have been infected with
Aids fromJanuary 1986 to Novenber 1997

O the number, 43 per cent of the cases were those aged between 30 and
29 and 40.6 per cent, aged between 20 and 29.
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