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Mahat hi r - | nt er net
| NTERNET ASSAULTI NG VALUES OF THE YOUNG, SAYS MAHATHI R

PETALI NG JAYA, Sept 13 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today that the noral val ues of people especially the
young are being assaulted through the Internet.

He sai d pornographic material could be accessed through the Internet,
down- | oaded and distributed with no known effective way of screening out
t hese undesirabl e i nformati on.

Dr Mahathir said while sonme countries had tried wthout much success to
make access to such things illegal, others said the society nmust develop a
set of values which would make it resistant to the undermning of its
noral s.

"But can we really do this ? W now read of children rapi ng other
children. Teenagers now indulge in free sex and sonme hei ghtened their
thrills with violence against their victins and even nurdering them" he
sai d when opening the 12th Commobnweal t h Law Conf erence here.

Dr Mahat hir said when society accepted that there was nothing it could
do to check wild acts, then those who had ot herwi se kept their |usts under
control would see no nmore need to control them

"And when this happens, rapes and nmurders will becone nore and nore
common. Such is the effect of society's inability or unwillingness to
prevent the abuse of information technol ogy.

"I't would seemthat we cannot touch the right to free access to
i nformati on because, |ike ownership of guns (in sonme countries), this has
becone a part of human rights," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said jet travel exposed people to the val ues and
cultures of other people and sonetines, those from powerful countries
wanted to i nmpose their values and cultures on ot hers.

"Don't people have any nore rights to live their owm way of |ife? Wo
protects themfromthe insidious propaganda ai med at changi ng them ?" he
asked.

The prime mnister said it did not speak well of the so-called tol erant
nmodern civilisation if the ways and val ues of the victor were i nposed on
t he def eated
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