08/ 11/ 1999
I ndons feel problens can be resolved through tal ks

Hami sah Hami d

| NDONESI A" S new | eadership is of the viewthat any probl ens that arise
bet ween Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a can be resol ved t hrough negoti ati ons,
without having to refer to a third party.

Thi s was conveyed by I ndonesi an Presi dent Abdurrahnman Wahid to Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad during their meeting in Putrajaya
on Sat ur day.

Conmenti ng on the outcone of the first neeting between the two | eaders
after Abdurrahman was chosen as I ndonesia's fourth president on Cctober
20, replacing B.J. Habibie, Dr Mahathir said:

"We found that interns of bilateral relations, there are not nany
changes, except that they (I ndonesia) feel that any probl embetween

Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a can be resol ved t hrough negoti ati ons w t hout
referring to athird party."”

The Prine M ni ster was speaki ng at a news conference at a Deepaval i open
house hosted by Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu in Kual a Lunpur
yesterday. He, however, did not specify the bilateral problens faced by
both countries.

On- goi ng di sputes between the two countries include overl appi ng cl ai ms
over Pulau Ligitan and Pul au Si padan in the South China Sea. Both
countries have brought their clainms to the International Court of Justice.
Dr Mahat hir said his neeting with Abdurrahnman, who i s popul arly known as
Qus Dur, is to "touch base" because Mal aysia wanted to get to knowt he new
I ndonesi an Gover nment better.

Gus Dur, who is on a four-day tour of eight South-East Asian countries,

| eft for Myanmar yesterday norni ng.

On I ndonesi a's request for additional credit to purchase rice, Dr

Mahat hir said Malaysia is prepared to extend the credit.

"W have al ready sent one shi pnment worth about US$50 nillion, but they
need nore. W are quite prepared to extend nore credit tothem... it's
hel pi ng a nei ghbour," the Prime M nister said.

Asked if Malaysia will take nore workers fromlndonesia to ease

unenpl oynent in the republic, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent will do that
if there is a need, but at present there are enough workers in the
country.

Briefing reporters after a neeti ng of Mal aysi an and | ndonesi an officials
on Sat urday, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar sai d | ndonesi a
has requested US$200 million (US$1l = RM3.80) in addition to a US$100
mllion credit line extended to it by Petronas to purchase rice.

Syed Ham d said Dr Mahat hir spoke on the East Asia Monetary Fund, to

whi ch Gus Dur said his country wel cones anyt hi ng that benefits the region.
Dr Mahat hir al so suggested the establishnent of a bilateral paynent
arrangenent to enhance trade rel ati ons between both countri es.

O her issues discussed during their hour-1ong meeting include political
and econom ¢ devel opnents, investment, trade, Association of South-East
Asi an Nations affairs and areas for consul tation.

The neeting was al so attended by Syed Ham d' s | ndonesi an counterpart, M
Al wi  Shi hab.

AFP reports: | ndonesi an Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahi d cranked up t he pace
of his South-East Asian tour yesterday, stopping in Yangon and Bangkok,
but deci ded agai nst neeting with Myanmar opposition | eader Aung San Suu
Kyi .



Abdur rahman nmet Myanmar's Seni or General Than Shwe and Forei gn M ni ster
Wn Aung after flying into Yangon from Ml aysi a.
He t hen headed to Bangkok, and tal ks with Thai Prime M nister Chuan
Leekpai domi nated by the future of East Tinor.
Abdur rahman tol d reporters before | eavi ng Yangon he deci ded not to visit
opposition | eader Aung San Suu Kyi out of respect for the w shes of
Myanmar' s ruling generals.
After his brief visit to Myanmar, conducted am d tight security, the
I ndonesi an President fl ewto nei ghbouring Thailand and held tal ks with
Prime M nister Chuan Leekpai .
Thai gover nment spokesman Akapol Sorasuchart sai d Abdurrahnman asked
Chuan to support any bid by ravaged East Tinor for nmenbership of Asean.
"The I ndonesi an Presi dent has asked Thail and to support East Tinor if it
wants to join Asean," Akapol said.
"The Thai Prime M nister said Thail and cannot judge this alone, we will
tal k about this issue when it is time."
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