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I nvestors' nmood on the upbeat

reemAnry; Azrani Rustam
CYBERJAYA, Sat. - The nood is definitely upbeat anong those who have
thrown intheir lot with the Multinmedi a Super Corridor.

Menbers of the MSC s International Advisory Panel are planning nore
investments in the area.

Acer Corporation chairman, chief executive and co-founder Datuk Dr Stan
Shi h said the conpany woul d be setting up a MSC status conpany which wl |
specialise in digital service technical research and manufacturi ng.

The scope of the conpany's activities will, anong ot hers, focus on
entertai nment, educati on and e-conmerce.

The company, which will be set up by the end of the year, will be
aligned to the activities of other MSC status conpanies in the devel opnent
of software and hardware for digital services.

The key issue to the setting up of the conpany will be the availability
of human resources.

"If we can recruit the technical people, we can start i mediately," Shih
sai d.

He al so announced the setting up of a venture capital nanagenent conpany
for the MSCin which Acer will provide up to 50 per cent of the fund.

"The fund will be in the region of between RMLO nillion and RM0 million
to start with and we hope | ocal conpanies will also be involved," he said
after neeting Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Myhanad.

Acer is | ooking towards having its operations in the MSC as a
"conpetence centre" for the group.

"There i s no reason why we shoul d duplicate our operations in Tai wan
(Acer's headquarters). In some areas, the MSC devel oped t echnol ogy shoul d
be shared in the region."

On the future of the MSC, Shih saidits was still "very early days" and
said that significant results of the project could only be seeninthe
next 10 years.

"I will be back next year," said EDS Corporation corporate vice-
president and president, Asia Pacific, Edward V. Yang.

Meanwhi | e, Motorola's Asia Pacific executive vice president and
president C.D. Tamsai d he had suggested to Dr Mahathir to target younger
students by opening primary schools within the corridor.

"Opening the Mul ti medi a University was a good step and it addresses one
facet of the education i ssue. But establishing primary schools is also
i mportant because you need to start themearly, plus it would bring
famlies into the corridor," he said.

Tamal so said that any conpetition to the MSC as an | T hub woul d not
conme fromHong Kong's Cyberport or Singapore's Singapore ONE, but from
I ndi a.

"They have a wealth of software engi neers and expertise, but the
difference is the I ndian Gover nnent has not set up any infrastructure.
Wth the MSC, you have."

Director and head of Australian consulting firmCutl er and Conpany Terry
Cutler said the nenbers were very "excited" with the potential of the MSC
in the com ng year.

"W are going to play an active role in trying some of the key
initiatives happen," he said.

He al so appl auded Mal aysi a's focus on educationintrying to find
conpetent technical workers and said the setting up of the Miultinedia



Uni versity woul d act as a "springboard" for further human resource
devel opnent .

Wth regard to publicising the MSC, Cutler said there had been sone bad
reports about the MSCin the foreign nedia and the nenbers agreed to speak
to their local nedia to help themunderstand the project.

Peki ng University's director of the Institute of Conputer Science and
Technol ogy Prof Wang Xuan sai d he had proposed several newinitiatives for
the MBC;, including the devel opment of indigenous education nultinedia
application, ani mati on producti on and fingerprintingidentification
technol ogy to Dr Mahathir.

One of the the centre's commercial venture, PUC Founder (MSC) Sdn Bhd,
will set up a research and devel opnent centre at Cyberjaya in the near
future.

Xuan said the cl ean environment at Cyberjaya could attract many tal ented
young peopl e frommai nl and China to cone and work here.
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