10/ 01/ 1999

Invest in Tam | Nadu, firns urged

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Malaysian firms have been urged to invest in Tam |
Nadu and avail thensel ves of the opportunities offered by the south Indian
State's infrastructure and power devel opnent progranme.

Tam | Nadu Chief Mnister M Karunani dhi said today his State woul d be
happy t o ext end concessi ons and subsi dies to Mal aysi an firnms and was happy
with Mal aysi an i nvestments there.

Speaking at the end of his three-day visit, he said he met Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad at the Prinme M nister's office this norning and t hey had
di scussed his visit.

Kar unani dhi sai d he handed a detailed feasibilty report to Dr Mahathir
for the re-devel opnent of a "m nor" port in Kulachal on the southern tip
of the State

"I told Dr Mahathir of our devel opnent in information technol ogy and
extended aninvitationto himfor the "Tam| in the Internet international
sem nar' to be held in February," Karunani dhi sai d.

During his visit, he also met Wirks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu
and I nternational Trade and I ndustry M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Azi z.

Currently, Malaysia's |GMCorp Bhd is involved in the construction of
t he Chennai Expressway costing RVM60 million.

Several Ml aysi an i ndependent power producers have al so won tenders for
power projects in Tam | Nadu, including a 1, 000Wproject in Cuddal ore and
a 600Wproject in North Chennai .

On his assessnment of Malaysian Tami| literature, Karunani dhi said he was
happy to note its progress and would continue to nmonitor its devel opnent.

He al so advi sed Mal aysi an students to screen carefully offers for
nmedi cal col | ege places to avoi d bei ng duped.

This is the second visit to Malaysia for the 76-year-old politician, who
is serving a fourth termas Chief Mnister of the largely Tam | -speaking
State. Tami| Nadu, with sone 55 nillion people, isthe fifth|largest State
econony in |ndia.
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