11 FEB 1999
Iran-rel ationship
| RANI AN ENVOY UPBEAT W TH BI LATERAL TI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 11 (Bernama) -- Upbeat with the current |evel of
bilateral relations, Iranian anbassador to Ml aysi a Hossei n Fereydoun is
hopeful that the ties would be enhanced.

He said this was possi bl e because there were wi de opportunities in
areas such as trade and tourismthat could be explored by both countri es.

Describing the present ties as being at the best |level, he said
I rani ans had got to know Mal aysia better with the increasingly good ties.

The ties had been enhanced especially after Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad visited Iran in 1997, he said in an interviewwth
Ber nana.

"W think Malaysia and Iran can be a good exanpl e of cl ose cooperation
between Islanmic countries," said Fereydoun, who has been here for al nbst
four years.

According to him WMl aysia and Iran al so shared vi ews on many
i nternational issues such as that concerni ng Bosni a- Her zegovi na and t hose
af fecting the Musli mworld.

On trade, Fereydoun said the volune of trade between the two countries
reached US$160 million |ast year

Iran inports mainly palmoil, rubber and chemical products from
Mal aysia. Its exports to Mal aysia include petrocheni cal products, fruits
and car pets.

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz led a
trade mssion to Iran | ast year to pronpte Ml aysi an goods and encour age
I rani an busi nessnmen to invest in Ml aysia.

Iran i s considered as one of Malaysia' s new y-energing and i nportant
trade partners with the capacity to hel p market Ml aysi an products in the
@ul f region.
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