11 MAY 1999
I rag- Mal aysi a
| RAQ SAYS M SI A CAN PLAY PGCsI TI VE ROLE | N REMOVI NG SANCTI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bernamm) -- Iraq today expressed confidence that
Mal aysia will play a positive role in the United Nations Security Counci
to ensure that econom ¢ sanctions agai nst Baghdad are lifted.

Iraqgi vice-president Taha Yasseen Ramadhan said that Mal aysia, as a
non- per manent nenber of the Security Council, has assured his country that
it would do its best towards that end.

Speaki ng at a news conference here Taha said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad assured hi mthat Mal aysia's position has al ways been to
support lraq inits bid to get the nine-year old UN sanctions lifted.

"Today he (Dr Mahathir) stressed the sanme position and pl edged to help
Iraq get the sanctions lifted," said Taha after talks with Dr Mahathir at
the Prine M nister's Departnent here.

The UN had i nposed sanctions on Iraq after Baghdad i nvaded Kuwait in
1990.

Taha, 60, who is on a four-day visit, is the highest ranking Iraqi
| eader to visit Ml aysia since Kuala Lunpur and Baghdad establ i shed
di plomatic ties 35 years ago.

Taha, who is also a nenber of the Revol utionary Command Council, lraq's
t op deci si on-nmaki ng body, said Dr Mahathir was al so supportive of the
renoval of the US-inposed no-fly zone over northern and southern Iraq.

During his nmeeting with Dr Mahat hir, Taha said, he forwarded a witten
message from Presi dent Saddam Hussein to the prinme mnister

In the message Saddam said he was happy to note the friendly bilatera
ties between Iraq and Mal aysia and | ooked forward to enhancing themin
future, said Taha.

On his visit here, the Iraqi |eader said he was very satisfied with the
results and was inpressed with the cooperation given by Mal aysi an
of ficials.

He said the Irag-Mal aysia Joint Mnisterial Comr ssion would neet soon
to discuss |long-termcooperation especially in oil production, education
and trade.

The two countries also agreed to increase visits by | eaders and
officials at all levels and in all fields, he said.

On air strikes by the North Atlantic Treaty Organi sati on (Nato) agai nst
Yugosl avia, Taha said that Nato, led by the United States, was conducting a
dangerous rol e.

He said Nato was supposed to play the role of a defender and not that
of an aggressor.

Taha said the US was using Nato to justify its attack agai nst
Yugosl avia after failing to get the endorsenent of the UN Security Council

Taha called on countries to condenm Nato's acts of aggression.
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