21/ 06/ 1999

Irked by Keadil an menbers' benefits

MANY Parti Keadi | an Nasi onal nenbers are beneficiaries of projects
i ntroduced by t he Government under its privatisation programe and this
has irked Pas, its ally.

A Perak del egate, Datuk Hanzah Zai nuddin, said a Pas menber had told him
he was di ssatisfied about this and woul d use it to fight Keadil an.

"The Pas nmenber and many ot hers had scrutinised the list of share
reci pi ents displayed outsi de Merdeka Hal | yesterday.

"Al though a few Pas nmenbers are on the list, he is very upset that
Keadi | an menbers have benefited a |l ot nore fromthe Governnent's Nati ona
Econonic Policy ... and that is only the share allocations," he said.

He said unlike Umo, Pas is devoid of | eaders with experience and
know edge to nmanage the nation's economny.

Describing, Dr Mahathir as a "comuander", he said Umo nenbers are
willing to "fight any battle under" his | eadership.

Hanzah sai d t he peopl e, includi ng menbers of the Qpposition, should be
thankful to Dr Mahathir for putting the economy back on track

"It is unfair that our party president was singled out as the mai n cause
of the econom ¢ downturn in 1997, when his fornmer deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m was never hel d responsi bl e.

"He (Anwar) was al so the Finance M nister then. Wiy was he al so not
bl aned?"

Al so, to the delight of the del egates, Hanzah said a makci k he net
yesterday outside the Putra Wrl d Trade Centre had wanted to personal |y
t hank Dr Mahathir for reviving the econony.

Rel ati ng her experience, he said she was forced to use up her savings,
meant for her Haj, when her children failed to sent nmonthly contributions
due to the economi ¢ downturn

"However, her children have started sendi ng her the all owance since | ast
nmont h and she attributed it to the Governnent's efforts to spur the
econony.

"Don't we just wonder how an ol d | ady can be so appreciative of the
Governnent, but Pas menbers refuse to acknow edge the efforts of our
| eaders to revive the econony?”

Bef ore endi ng his speech, Hanzah said he wanted to share with the
del egates the out come of a neeting he had with Dr Mahat hir yesterday.

Just then, the chair rem nded himthat tine was up and he shoul d
post pone it and he obli ged.

Negri Senbilan del egate, Zainuddin Ismail, said although Pas had al ways
enphasi sed "hal al " and "haran', the Kel antan Governnent di d not question
the origins of a RM600 nillion Federal allocation it received recently.

"As it benefited them Pas nenbers and | eaders accepted the funds and
di d not question the origins.

"Pas al so had failed to rai se a Mal ay agenda in its economni c programe,
resulting ina 19 per cent poverty rate in Kel antan, conpared with only
about four per cent in Negri Senbilan."

He said Umo's political struggles had assured soci 0-economni c progress
for the Mal ays and ot her races.

Pahang del egat e, Datuk Zai nal Hassan, urged t he managers of Gover nnent
agenci es such as Syari kat Tel ekomMal aysi a, Petronas, Perbadanan Nasi onal
Bhd, Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd and Pos Ml aysia to check the invol verrent of
their enpl oyees with Qpposition parties.



He sai d the managers of Tel ekomand Tenaga Nasi onal shoul d check why
flags of a certain Opposition party was allowed to be hoi sted on tel ephone
and | anp posts.

"The rel evant authorities should check attenpts by the Oppositionto
infiltrate Felda | and schenes and spread |ies and hatred agai nst the
Gover nnent .

"I amal so concerned that Petronas workers in Terengganu could fall into
the Opposition's trap if we do not check the matter," he said.

Al so, the rural fol ks are very happy with the Government and that i s why
there is no chaos or any "reformasi” effort in the villages.
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