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Is an Islamic State possible?

Zai nah Anwar

I S Mal aysi a headi ng towards an Islam ¢ State with a Constitution based on
the Qur'an and Sunnah of the Prophet and the inposition of hudud and
syariah laws as articul ated by Pas?

Is the green tide of Islamsation sweeping through the country? Do the
results of the 1999 general el ection suggest that?

Let's consi der sonme perspectives intrying to answer these questions.

Pas retai ned Kel antan, captured Terengganu and quadrupled its
representation in Parlianent, not because Mal aysi ans or even nost of the
Mal ays who voted for the opposition front desire an Islanic State as
articul ated by Pas.

What Pas has gained is largely protest votes brought about by
di saf fection with Umo, rather than affection for Pas.

Just four years ago, when Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
was at the peak of his popularity and the country was engul fed by a sense
of national well-being and national unity and pride as it reached new
hei ghts of econom c success, the Barisan Nasional won a thunpi ng victory
at the polls, winning a record 65 per cent of the popul ar vote.

There is therefore no certainty that the greentide will inevitably turn
into a green flood
After all, it has taken the current Pas | eadership of the ul amg,

installed in 1982, nearly 18 |l ong years to reach this point.

And it was, ultimately the internal Umo politics that turned the tide.

Simlarly in 1990, Pas recaptured Kel antan after 12 years of Barisan
Nasi onal rul e because of the split in Umo and the alliance between Pas
and Tengku Razal ei gh' s Senmangat 46.

This indicates that Pas is able to make inroads into the Umo vote bank
only when Umo is in crisis.

As Umo's main rival for the hearts and m nds of the Mal ays, Pas has
been the mai n beneficiary of Mal ay disaffection caused by each Umo
crisis.

In the 1999 el ection, the tide turned agai nst Umo for several reasons.

Umo | ost the support of the Islam st constituency of young educat ed
Mal ays engul fed by the worl dwi de | sl ami ¢ resurgence.

Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahims ouster fromgovernnment and Umo was seen to
be the reason for the disintegration of the |Islam st youth constituency he
so assiduously cultivated as his political base. Sone say it was to Pas
advant age.

The irony is Dr Mahathir brought Anwar into Umo in a stunning political
coup in 1983, as Umo's antidote to Pas and its prom se to create an
Islamic State which will be | ed by the ul ana.

Seventeen years | ater, Anwar became Umo's own poi soned chalice. Anwar
was percei ved by many as the charismatic | eader of the I slam c reviva
novenent in Mal aysi a.

Thi s novenent succeeded in attracting young, educat ed Mal ays who adopt ed
a nore Islamc way of life, based on a return to the Qur'an and Sunnah.

The conbi nati on of these young, educated |Islani st Mal ays as represent ed
by ref ormnovenents such as Abi m(Angkatan Belia | sl amMal aysi a) and Ji m
(Jama' ah | sl ah Mal aysia) together with the traditional Pas support found
in the northern Mal ay States was potent enough to give Pas its
unprecedented victory in terns of nunber of seats and share of the popul ar
vote.



MANY Mal aysi ans are al arnmed by the Pas victory and t he prospect of
i ncreased battle for Malay votes is now reduced to a contest between |slam
and secul ari sm

Many fear that Umo will try to "out-lIslam PASin trying to wi n back
the Mal ay support.

A cl oser anal ysis of these i ssues suggest otherw se.

Do the el ection results suggest this is the end of the nodernisation
agenda for Mal ays?

Umo' s | oss of support in particul ar anong urban Ml ays, both anong
pr of essi onal s and wor ki ng cl ass, (especially in the Klang Valley and t he
big towns) refl ect growi ng Mal ay di senchantment with the way things are,
rather than a demand for an Islamc State.

The litany of issues have been |isted before: the i ndependence of the
judiciary, therule of law, the credibility of the nmai nstreamPress,
pol i ce abuse and mi suse of power, the tangl ed web of busi ness and
politics, the governnent's identification wi th big business at the expense
of the environment and community interests ...

This is not to say that the Chinese voters and ot hers do not care about
t hese i ssues. They do.

But for nost of themthe opposition front was not really a viable or
sustai nabl e al ternati ve.

Knowi ng that Pas woul d be the nain beneficiary of a vote for the
opposition, the Chinese flocked tothe tried and tested Bari san Nasi onal .

For many Mal ays, however, a vote for the opposition was still a vote for
Mal ay political dom nance, whether | ed by Pas or Keadil an.

It was therefore easier for Malay voters to decide on issues of justice
and rights, rather than adhere to party loyalty or vote according to
ethnicity.

Now t hat the votes have been counted, what is the nessage the Mal ays are
sendi ng to Umo? One nessage is that a full stomach is no | onger enough.

The Mal ay urban niddl e cl ass wants peace, stability and prosperity.

But they also want a clean, efficient and trustworthy governnent, as
proni sed by the Bari san Nasional in the 1982 el ecti on.

There i s pal pabl e demand for greater transparency and accountability,

i ndependence of the judiciary, a free and responsi ble Press, a nore
participatory and open political system and that the intricate web of
busi ness and politics be untangl ed.

In short, the Mal aysi an el ectorate wants to see change in the way this
country is governed, howthe lawis applied, howpolitics is conducted and
how busi ness is run.

The el ection results should not be regarded as a vote for an Islam ¢
State or a vote agai nst devel opnent so that the clock can be turned back
and all of Ml aysia can be |ike Kel ant an.

It is not arejection of Dr Mahathir's nodernisati on agenda or his
vision, but arejection of the way it has been inplenented and its
subsequent cost tothe country's denocratic institutions, traditional
val ues, community interests, and the environnent.

The percei ved m shandling of Anwar's case by vital institutions of
denmocrati c governance gal vani sed t he public agai nst Umo.

And, the judgenent will be harsher in five years time when nore than a
mllion newvoters beconme eligible to vote and will exercise that right in
a nuch nore politically conscious environnent.

The challenge then is for Umo to go back to the draw ng board.

It needs to reinvent and rejuvenate itself and to draw up a new contract
with the el ectorate.

Umo nust respond to the changi ng demands and priorities of a well-
educated, critical, politically conscious, internet-savvy, upwardly



nmobi | e, younger generation of Mal ays, spawned by the success of the New
Economi ¢ Poli cy.

Umo needs young, well-educated Mal ays who are able to reconcile the
dermands of nodernisation, industrialisation and denocratisation with the
conpeti ng demands of tradition, religion, and conmrunitari ani sm

Per haps the past can offer some pointers to Umo today.

In the 1960s, Tun Abdul Razak consci ously wooed intelligent, confident,
articul ate university-educated Mal ays to join Umo.

The Mal ays he sought were those who coul d speak both Bahasa Mal aysi a and
English well, were confortable in the conpany of non-Mal ays and foreigners
al i ke, and who had the courage to stand up and speak out on issues.

This was how the Miusa Hi tanms and Tengku Razal ei ghs of Umo were
identified and pronoted in Umo and i n t he governnent hierarchy.

They becanme the Young Turks of Ummo.

Led by Dr Mahathir, they were at the forefront in rejuvenati ng Umo
follow ng the 1969 el ecti on debacl e.

As it enters the newmillennium Umo needs to redrawits visionto
serve the interest of the Malays, Islamand a multi-racial Ml aysia.

And it needs to identify the talent that can articul ate and i npl enent
this vision.

If this Umo-I|ed government can neet the changi ng denands and concerns
of the electorate, then the green tide of Pas will not engulf the whole
country.

Pas' vision of an obscurantist Islamis unlikely to deliver the demand
for prosperity and stability nor neet the demands of industrialisation and
noderni sation in a multi-racial and multi-religious society.

Nei t her can Pas deliver on the public yearning for nore social freedons
i n general and the wonmen's demand for equality and justice, in particular.

However, the reality of governance and the desire to remain in power
coul d push Pas to the m ddl e ground.

Furt hernore, the younger generation of Pas nenbers, nany of whomare
prof essi onal s, could pressure the party to noderate its Islam

If this were to happen, then a viable two-party systemcoul d evolve in
Mal aysi a.

But given the current Pas | eadership and the record of its
pronouncenents, the prospects of this happening are dim

WII Umo try to "out-Islant Pas? This is really not an issue

Umo can never "out-Islan’ Pas and win di ehard Pas supporters who

believe they will goto hell if they vote for any other party but Pas.

So why woul d Umo even bot her?

If Umo tries todothis, it will |ose the support of its traditiona
supporters.

It will |ose the support of the Chinese and Indians as wel |l as noderate

Mal ays f or whomeconom c prosperity, political stability, progressive
I slam ¢ values, and enriching multi-culturalismare the stuff Malaysiais
made of .

Such a nove could also alienate the voters of Sabah and Sarawak, for
whoman Islamc State is not even in their vocabul ary.

"Qut-lslam ng" Pas is a recipe for Umo's own political oblivion
Mor eover, Umo's | eadershi p does not subscribe to the I sl amof Pas.

Dr Mahathir's vision of a progressive |slamhas been articulated clearly
enough.

H s deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , cones with an i npeccabl e
I slami c pedigree, bothinternms of his famly and his educati on.

Unli ke Pas, Abdullah's |Islamstands for denocratic principles, wonen's
rights, and an Islamthat is dynam c and vi brant that can neet the
chal | enges of changing tine and circunstances through the process of



ijtihad (reinterpretation through human reasoni ng on the basis of the

texts).
He does not subscribe tothe taqglid (blind imtation) of Pas.
WIl it be a battle between I sl amand secul ari snf

Thi s question ignores the fact that Umo's struggle since its founding
in 1946 has al ways been based on race, religion and nation

Umo cannot ignore the inportance of Islamor the rel evance of Islamto
public life.

Umo | eaders have al ways contended that it is not necessary to create an
Islanmic state for the governnent and the people to be Islanmic.

This viewis also shared by Islam c | eaders in I ndonesia, includingthe
new Presi dent, Abdurrahman Wahi d and t he Speaker of the Consultative
Assenbly, Am en Rais

The government's | sl am sation policy in the 1980s therefore is an
attenpt to instil Islamc values and principles that are universal and
acceptable to all in the policies and adm ni stration of government.

Government policies such as to live in peace and cooperate with the
ot her races, to eradicate poverty, to devel op and noderni se the country,
to build schools, hospitals, roads and hi ghways are activities that
enhance the goals of |slam

They do not have to have an Islamc | abel before such projects are
deened | sl ami c, as Anwar | brahi mhinself used to say.

Thus, devel opnents in the 1980s culminated in the 1990s in a Ml aysi an
society that is far nore | slamc than ever before.

The | sl ani sation policy gave the religious authority new powers and
rol es and expanded their influence on society and government.

I slam st groups conmitted to greater |slanisation of society expanded
their influence by establishing nore and nore of their own alternative
I slam ¢ school s, nedical clinics and ot her social institutions.

Furt hernore in 1990, Pas gai ned control of Kelantan and | aunched an
i ntensi ve and extensive canpaign to support its call for the establishment
of an Islam c State and i nposition of syariah | aw

In the deep rural villages, it declared this governnent as a governnent
of infidels for co-operating wi th non-Mislims.

It declared the Constitution as un-Islanmic as it was formnul ated by non-
Musl i ns.

Therefore, this Umo-1led governnment was un-Islamic and illegitimte.

By the 1999 general election, all it needed was the Anwar |brahimcrisis
to turn the tide agai nst Umo.

Where Umo went wrong is in the nmachinery it depended on to deliver its
nmessage on | sl amand nobilise support.

First, it depended too nuch on Anwar and t he Abi mmachi nery to deliver
t he support of the Islam st youth in the country.

Anwar's charisma and credibility as a | eader of the Islan st novenent
per suaded students in the universities and nenbers of the various | sl am st
groups to support Umo.

When Anwar was sacked, this support base turned agai nst the governnent
and becane the core of Keadil an.

They conbined forces with rival Pas and its ally, the university-based
agai nst Umo.

Second, the government's own |slamic Affairs Departnment (the forner
Pusat |slam now renamed Jaki m - Jabat an Kemaj uan Agana | sl am Mal aysi a)
and the State-level |slanmc Departnents are donminated by traditionalist
ul ana.

Most of these ulama, certainly at the personal level, if not at the
official Ievel, do not share Dr Mahathir's progressive vision of Islam

Infact, thereis littleto differentiate between the government's ul ama



and the Pas ul ama.

These ul ama wi el d trenmendous i nfl uence throughout society as they
conduct religious classes in governnent of fices, at nbsques and surau, in
public tal ks over radi o and tel evision, in ceranmah in private hones and
nost inportantly in the educati on of young m nds in schools and
uni versities.

Such out put, churned out year after year, serves as fresh fodder
inclined nore towards an I sl amas represented by Pas, but delivered via
t he governnent machi nery.

One of the concerns of the non-Malays with the rise of Islamis the
accompanyi ng i ntol erance and segregati on.

The obj ection of Malay university students to the policy of roomsharing
with non-Miuslins is only one recent exanple.

The government needs to overhaul its systemof religious education to
ensure that the | sl ampropagated at the popul ar | evel is progressive.

I f the Governnent wants a new generation of ul ana who are open-ni nded
it has to be nore discrininating about howlslamis taught in this country
and by whom and where it sends its students to study |slamoverseas.

As Mal aysians and Muslins living in a nodern, nulti-ethnic society, the
chal l enge before us is to debate and di scuss this issue.

What |slam whose Islamis the right Islamfor this country.

Only after a considered debate, as well as through an open and
account abl e | egi sl ati ve process shoul d this be resol ved.

Matters of religion should not be deci ded at a cl osed door neeting of
|'i ke-m nded ul ama who then decl are their decision cannot be chal | enged and
pronounce t hose who chal l enge it as questioning the word of Allah

They have, in effect, el evated thenselves totheinfallibility of Allah

However, nost Muslins are not used to openly discussing | sl amand get
upset with differences of opinion

At a recent seminar on Principles of an Islamc State in a Milti-Racia
Soci ety organi sed by I ki m(lnstitute Kefahaman | sl amMal aysia), sone
partici pants were upset that the two mai n speakers held dianmetrically
opposi ng views on the death penalty for apostasy.

Muslims in Mal aysi a nust be educated that the history of Islamnc thought
and civilisationisrepletewith differences on key | sl ani ¢ doctri nes.

For exanpl e, many | eadi ng | sl am ¢ schol ars have opposed the death
penal ty as puni shnent for apostasy - fromlbrahi mak-Nakha'i and Sufyan
al - Thawei, two I eading jurists of the eighth century, to Dr Mohamed Sayed
Tantawi , the current Shei kh of al-Azhar University.

And yet, Pas chooses to adopt the npst extrene and intolerant juristic
vi ew and dermands t he deat h penalty for apostasy.

Pas regards those who don't share that view as apostates or are anti -

I sl am

Intrying to reassure non-Mislins, Hadi Awang, the new y appoi nt ed
Terengganu Menteri Besar, said there is nothing for non-Muslins to worry
about because this was a probl eminvol ving only Misli ns.

But Hadi, who is the chief proponent of hudud | aws and t he death penalty
for apostasy, forgets this is a nulti-racial society where nixed marriages
are increasingly comon.

Many of those who registered to | eave I slamare converts.

They renounced their religi on because of divorce, abandonnent, or change
of heart after conversion as well as for other reasons.

Wul d the parents and rel atives of these converts keep qui et and accept
the state sentencing their bel oved children to death because they want to
return to the bosomof their famlies?

Why woul d any right-mi nded parent allow her children to convert to I slam
if a change of religion at a later tinme would nean mandat ory deat h?



These are realities that have to be taken into consideration in
legislating Islam- does the lawin the end serve the best interest of
soci ety?

The governnent has for |ong been under pressure by calls to | egislate
apost asy.

It is scheduled to table a bill in Parliament that provides for a
conmpul sory rehabilitation processwithinatinmelimt for Mislinms who
choose to | eave the religion.

There wi || be no mandat ory deat h sentence. The constitutional provision
of freedomof religion will be upheld.

No action will be taken agai nst those i ndividuals who still choose to
| eave the religion peacefully after the rehabilitation process.

The rich heritage of jurisprudential tools such as ijtihad, magasid al -
shariah (the goals of syariah-to protect, life, belief, mnd, property and
progeny), Istihsan (the juristic doctrine of preference to ensure harnony
between the letter and the spirit of the | aw) shoul d be used to ensure
that the Islamic laws drafted will serve the cause of justice, freedomand
equality as insistently enjoined by the Qur'an.

These are the universal values and principles in Islamthat remain
eternal and that shoul d gui de our effort to build a just society within an
Islam c framework that reponds to changing tines and circunst ances.

The debate on the bill will be a major ideol ogical test between the
noder at e and extrene vi ew of | slam An open parlianentary debate on this
i ssue wi Il show whet her Pas views can stand up to public scrutiny.

For too | ong, Pas | eaders have not been hel d account abl e and answer abl e
for their extreni st and i ntol erant positions on issues.

The failure of the mai nstreamnedia to report adequately on Pas
activities over the past 20 years neant that Pas had enjoyed a blissful
exi stence to prom se heaven on earth and in the hereafter.

Now that Pas is in control of an oil-rich State, and with 27 MPs and the
posi tion of opposition |eader, Pas will be held accountable for their
wor ds and deeds.

Pas will find that the shrill prom ses and pronouncenents it makes to
the Malays in the rural villages may not have t he sanme resonance in the
hal s of Parliament.

( END)
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