16/ 12/ 1999
| sa def ends reappoi nt ment

Kamar ul zaman Sal |l eh; R Sittanparam

SEREMBAN, Wed. - Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohamad | sa Abdul Samad said
Lenggeng Assenbl ynman Dat uk I shak Ismail's criticisnms of the reappoi ntment
of Datuk Waad Mansor as a State executive councillor were basel ess and
shoul d not be taken seriously.

He declined to conment on whether the State Umo |iai son conmittee woul d
initiate disciplinary action agai nst |Ishak for not agreeing with the
party's decision to appoi nt Waad, who i s Genencheh Assenbl yman, as an Exco
nenber .

Speaki ng after chairing the State Exco neeting at Wsna Negri today,
Mohamad | sa sai d he was i mmune to I shak's criticisns as the latter was
al ways criticising the State Governnent.

"While Ishak's criticismis about Waad' s appointnent this tine, he had
previously stirred up other i ssues and woul d probably continue with his
antics inthe future," he said when asked to comment on I shak's protest of
Waad' s reappoi nt nment .

I shak had wal ked out of the swearing-in cerenony of the Menteri Besar
and State Exco nenbers before the Yang di-Pertuan Besar of Negri Senbilan
at |Istana Besar Seri Menanti, Kual a Pilah, on Monday when Waad was cal | ed
to take his oath.

Waad, who is Tanmpin Umo chief, had resigned as Exco nenber in May | ast
year after he was charged with five counts of corruption at the Serenban
Sessi ons Court.

Fol I owi ng a much-publicised trial on the three of the charges brought
agai nst hi mby the ACA, Waad was acquitted by the Serenban H gh Court on
Cct 8.

Moharmed | sa said the main criterion for reappointing Waad i n the Exco
was that he had played a positive role in the previous Exco |ine-up and
his services were needed by the State

He added that since Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad had
accept ed Waad' s appoi ntnent to the Exco, no one should questionit.

Waad, 42, was anong five Exco menbers who had been retai ned by Mohamad
I sa and who were sworn in with five new faces.

Meanwhi |l e, the Anti-Corruption Agency has not received any directive
fromthe Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers to withdrawits appeal of the
Serenban H gh Court acquittal

The ACA headquarters official who said this, added that the agency had
al so not been instructed by the AGto drop the two remaining corruption
charges agai nst Waad.

Meanwhi | e, Christopher Fernando, Waad's counsel for the corruption
trial, said Waad coul d conti nue serving as an Assenbl yman as he had not
been convi cted of any crimnal offence.

He said for an elected representative to be disqualified, the person had
to be convicted and given a prison sentence of one year or nore or fined
nore t han RM2, 000
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