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| sl amabad seeks support to end strife

Sr eer ema Banoo

PAKI STAN hopes that Malaysia will be able to useits influence to call on
Indiato exerciserestraint, reduce tension and find a solution to the
Kashmi r di spute.

Thi s was conveyed by Paki stan Prinme M nister Nawaz Sharif's speci al

envoy, M an Abdul Waheed, who has been sent here to seek Malaysia's
support in defusing the tension between | ndi a and Paki stan over Kashmr.
"My mssionis to enlist the support of the Ml aysian Governnent to ask
Indiato use restraint, reduce tension and al so find a solution to the
Kashnmir di spute,” he told reporters in Kual a Lumpur yest erday.

The envoy woul d call on Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
with a letter fromSharif requesting for Mal aysia's assi stance.

M an had earlier been to Oran. After Kual a Lunpur, he will |eave for
Japan to seek support to resolve the dispute.

Inabidtofind a solution to the dispute over the Hi mal ayan territory,
Sharif has despatched envoys to several countries in Wst Asia, Europe and
Latin Anerica, he said.

"W are not seeking financial support fromthese countries," he said,

addi ng that Pakistanis usingits own resources in sheltering Kashm ri

r ef ugees.

Paki st an Hi gh Conmmi ssi oner to Mal aysia, Musa Javed Chohan, added: "W
want peace, we want a dialogue ... we hope that Malaysia will useits
influence to call upon India to use restraint and to enter into a

di al ogue".

"We are ready for third-party nediation,"” he added.
In May, India launched air strikes onits side of the ceasefire line
agai nst what it clainms is a mix of Muslimseparatist guerrillas and
Paki stani troops.
Paki stan, in denying any i nvol vement with the separati st nmovenent in
Kashnir, has in turn alleged provocation on the part of India.
I ndi a and Paki stani troops frequently engage i n border skirm shes in
Kashm r which has triggered two of their three wars since i ndependance
fromBritain in 1947.
"We are fully aware that after the nucl earisation of the sub-continent
| ast May, the situation does not remain the same as before.
"Al though this has provided Pakistan with the deterrent to stop any
eneny, we believe we have the full responsibility tonot let the situation
escal ate to a poi nt where things can get out of hand," said M an.
He added t hat Paki stan has al so asked for United Nations mlitary
observers and is "willing to have neutral observers to find out who is
wrong or who is right".
He said that Pakistanis willing to accept neutral observers to
ascertain if there has been infiltrators as all edged by I ndi a.
"We have al so wel coned the United Nations Secretary General's proposal
to send his representative to Paki stan which I ndia has declined," he
added.
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