06/ 03/ 1999

I sl ani ¢ econony experts to advise PM says Ham d

SIK, Fri. - The Prime Mnister's Department will initiate an effort to
group experts on I slam c econony to di scuss the proposed fornul ati on of a
new i nternational financial architecture.

Its m nister Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul Ham d O hman sai d t he experts woul d
forward their views onthe matter to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

"I will bring together the experts with the view of advising the Prine
Mnister on the natter,"” he told reporters after officiating the joint-
openi ng of Sik Umo branch nmeetings yesterday.

Abdul Hami d sai d when faced with major i ssues, Dr Mahathir was al ways
open to discussion, including with religious experts and experts on
I sl am ¢ econony.

He said the idea to bring the experts together was in response to a
proposal by French President Jacques Chirac that a sunmit of heads of
state and governnment be held at the end of the year to discuss the
fornmul ation of a newinternational financial architecture.

The proposal followed a neeting between Dr Mahathir and Chirac in Paris
| ast nonth where the |atter had pledged to raise the i ssue of G 15
countries wanting to be directly involved in the fornulation of the
financial architecture with fell ow nenbers of the Group of Seven nati ons.

The G 7 countries conprising France, the United States, Britain,
Germany, Italy, Canada and Japan are schedul ed to neet in Col ogne in June.
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