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Islam s cultural |egacy

Zai nal Al am Kadi r
YOU may have heard M Nasir's song Andal usi a, whi ch depi cts the greatness
of Islamc civilisation, especially during the Otoman peri od.

The thrust of the song is the songwiter-singer's desire to see the
grandeur of Andal usia, a synbol of successful infusion of religioninto
lifestyle, replicated in nmodern times.

If you' re not a nusic fan, you m ght have heard or read of the Gtonman
enpire and Al - Andal usi a, a country now known as Spai n.

The Qttoman Enpire, however, is not the only example of Islanis effect
on various civilisations and nations.

The religion's influence can be found i n Europe, the M ddl e East, China,
I ndi a and Sout heast Asi a.

One aspect which Islamsignificantly made an i npact on was aesthetic
val ues, and this was nore than just the architecture of nosques or prayer
quarters

I f you want evidence of this, visit the recently opened Islamc Arts
Museum Mal aysi a, | ocated at Jal an Lenbah Perdana, near the Pusat |slam and
Nati onal Mosque, in Kuala Lunpur.

The nuseum | aunched by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad on
Dec 12, houses artifacts that represent Islamin different countri es.

"We are not fully conplete yet. Parts of the building are still being
touched up, while nore artifacts are bei ng brought in. They were either
acquired, sponsored, | oaned to us or on exchange," sai d Saadah Shai kh
Mahnood, the nuseum s marketi ng and comuni cati ons director

However, the nuseum hol ds much prom se, and if everything goes as
pl anned, it will be one of KL's popular attractions.

The four-level museumis inposing. It covers 22,000 square netres and
i ncludes the "infinite space" concept, one of the many el enents of Islamc
arts.

At the staircase which leads to the main entrance, you will spot the
museun s gat eway, whi ch resenbl es an iwan that greets you at an Irani an
nosque.

The iwan is constructed, or rather, designed and installed by Iranian
craftsnen, and the calligraphy and illumnation on it are intricate and
del i ght ful

Saadah sai d experts fromacross the world had a hand i n desi gni ng the
nmuseum

The five donmes in the building, for instance, were hand-crafted by
masters from Uzbeki stan and Iran.

Four of the domes can be seen fromthe outside while one is inverted
(this represents the concept of |ooking into one's self before gettingto
know ot hers and the Creator) and can be viewed fromthe inside.

The path for the display area was al so well thought-out. At the start,
you' Il be introduced to a hall of replica nosques fromacross the world.

The npbsques range fromthe Al -Agsa Mdsque of Jerusalemto the Tengkera
Mbsque in Mal acca

The nosques are different, but there are common denomi nators that unite
t hem

"I't"s only apt to start with the nosque as that's where the arts
started," Saadah sai d.

Then, there are exhibits of pottery and cerani cs, weapons, ornanments and
functional objects



Among the display itenms are Mal aysi an artifacts and t hose fromBosni a
China and lIran. In one corner, you can view sone of the Sultan of Brunei's
col l ection.

There are al so cal |l i graphy works. Like the nbsques, countries woul d have
a "say" in the outlook of their art.

One of the main attractions here is the Shahnama Manuscri pt (Book of
Ki ngs), a Persian epic conmposed by poet Firdawsi in 1010 AD.

The main interest of the manuscript isits illustration, or mniature
pai nti ngs, which "defy" the popular notion that Islamc arts do not
support figurative paintings.

Anot her "must see" is The Gttoman Room which depicts a house fromt hat

peri od.
The roomis funded by Standard Chartered Bank.
Saadah said: "W are still |ooking for other fornms of funding to help us

real i se our goals."

To date, sponsors which have hel ped the nuseumi ncl ude Ml aysi a
Airlines, Mal aysian | ndustrial Devel opment Fund and Per nodal an Nasi onal
Bhd.

The funds woul d hel p the nuseuni s operation and acqui sition of
artifacts.

The nmuseum based on an idea nooted by Dr Mahathir, was undertaken by
Yayasan Al bukhary, and managed as a non-profit organisation

At the end of the day, the nuseumwoul d hopeful |y hel p peopl e under st and
Islamas a way of life, apart froma religion

Saadah sai d the nunber of visitors was gradual ly increasing, although
work was still in progress.

"Everything is expected to be ready by early March. Qur target thenis
toattract 1.5 mllion visitors during the first year," she said.
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