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Island's interesting past

PANGKOR Laut has an interesting history. Atop British cormando Col onel
Freddy Spencer Chaprman and his conpatriot Maj or R Broome made their | ast
escape out of Ml aya through the Pangkor Laut Eneral d Bay during World War
Two in 1945.

The col onel had before then experienced 3 1/2 years of extrenme danger
and endurance in the wild jungl es of Mal aya fighting agai nst the Japanese
army during the war.

H s final task was to get out of Ml aya by submarine before the planned
maj or of fensi ve agai nst the Japanese was carried out by the British
rendezvous on Pangkor Laut i sl and.

On May 13, 1945, Chapnan and Broone escaped fromEneral d Bay, which was
their |last destination where they had spent 36 hours before their escape
They swam 45 netres out to the sea in the dark of the night before they
wer e rescued by the Royal Navy subnmarine and | ater sent back to Engl and.

Chaprman' s short sojourn on the Pangkor Laut island | eft a great
i mpressi on on himso nmuch so that he detailed his discovery in his book
entitled the Jungle |I's Neutral.

He wote: "The truth is that the jungle is neutral. It provides any
amount of freshwater and unlinited cover for friend as well as foe - an
arned neutrality, if you like, but neutrality nevertheless. It is the
attitude of mind that determ nes whether you go under or survive."

The Chapman's Bar at Eneral d Bay is naned after this fanous col onel

Anot her interesting fact of Pangkor Laut island is that it was
originally owned by the late Sultan of Perak, Sultan lIdris |Iskandar Shah.

Sormetime in 1960, the Sultan di scovered the beautiful island withits
tranquil beaches and nystical tropical forest. Al though he never had t he
chance to live on the island, he nade frequent day trips to enjoy its
beauty.

In 1982, the Sultan approached Yeoh Ti ong Lay Corporation (YTL) with t he
i dea of building a resort on the island. YTL, to whomthe island was
| eased, enbarked on the devel opment and on July 18, 1985, 90 rustic
chalets were officially opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohaned.

As the popularity of the resort flourished, YTL managi ng director Datuk
Franci s Yeoh i nproved on the origi nal concept and over the next fewyears,
remar kabl e reconstruction and refurbi shrent took place which resulted in
the resort wi nning several international awards which in thensel ves are
hi storic.
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