22/ 11/ 1999

I ssues in a general election

THE general election, at least in this country, is not a popularity
contest. It is not about sel ecting specific candi dates who encapsul ate t he
differing perceptions of different factions of the comunity. It is not
even about choosing nen of articul ation, calibre or capability to el ected
office. It is sinply the process, as the Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, never tired of repeating, to el ect a Governnent t hat
woul d ensure unity, continuity, progress and econom c devel opnent.

Toget her these factors would contribute to the stability of the country,
that neal s are placed on the dinner table, that everyone, well al npst
everyone, has a solid roof over his head and that his children's future
wel fare i s saf eguarded. That in essence is the basic i ssue in any and al
general elections. Soit isinthis 10th el ection.

I deal s and i deol ogi es are fine. Expressed through the ball ot box they
invariably lead to fragnentary and fractious factions that do not foster
snoot h and conti nued governance. So they are best | eft to the Pronet hean
world of ideals. What any country needs to progress and nove on is a
stabl e Governnment. That has been the heritage, so far, of the country
since the first elections in pre-independence Mal aya in 1955. Then the
peopl e voted for a party, or a coalition of parties who best espoused
their aspirations. The el ected then wor ked t owar ds obt ai ni ng t he desired
i ndependence. Subsequent el ections returned the sanme Alliance to formthe
Governnent, ensuring continuity of inplenenting well-thought out policies
and bui I di ng upon past achi evenents.

Stability and continuity have been t he overridi ng thenes of the past
ni ne Governments. Each time the i ncunbent went to the hustings it
requested the voters' endorsenment for continued progress. And the
el ectorate, the mpjority at | east, al ways provi ded t he stanp of approval

Ti mes have changed; much devel opnent have nmaterialised. The old nitty-
gritty concerns of the comunities over the | ack of basic anenities and
facilities have been, in the main, relegated to the footnotes of the
soci al history books. The country is now, after 42 years of i ndependence,
i n the vanguard of the nbst devel oped anong devel opi ng nations. This is
the fruit of continued governance of a wi sely cobbled coalition of parties
representing the interests of the diverse ethnic groups and cul tures of
the country.

The time thus is not for change to el ect an untested and unw el dly
alternative but rather of continuation of past policies that have begotten
progress and devel opment. And the time could not be of nore i nport. Next
year i s the beginning of the newm || ennium The year after woul d see the
i mpl ement ati on of yet another grand master plan for taking the devel opment
of the country to new heights - the Third Qutline Perspective Pl an
covering the years, 2001 to 2010. It would al so see the | aunch of the
Ei ght h Mal aysi a Pl an. Programmes i n bot h docunents woul d build on t he past
and nudge the progress further. Al told the schenes portend a better life
for all, young and ol d.

Clearly then the choice inthis general electionis sinpleas it is
clear. Acoalition that has a record of performance agai nst anot her that
hol ds only the rhetoric of prom se and ideals. All work hard to ensure
children woul d have a better |life. That shoul d be t he deci sive factor
Ensure stability and progress for the sake of children and their children

( END)
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