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I T 1 NDUSTRY MEETS NEW CHALLENGE THROUGH | NFOSOC MALAYSI A ' 99

KUALA LUMPUR, March 26 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysian I T industry has
achieved its objectives of putting in place the infrastructure and
technology to forma multinmedia society and is now facing its next
chal l enge, said secretary to the National IT Council (N TC) Tengku Datuk Dr
Mohd Azzman Shari f f adeen.

Today, technol ogi cal aspects of IT are no longer critical as the IT
i ndustry needs to identify the benefits nultinedia technol ogy can offer to
Mal aysi ans, he told newsnen at a press conference here today.

"W cannot choose to delay or deny the future but be ready for it by
pronoting advance access and know how of | T usage to everybody, which will
shape the country's future conpetitiveness and success," he added.

Thus, he hoped the four-day | NFOSOC MALAYSI A' 99 conf erence and
exhibition, to be held between May 20 and May 23, will succeed in conveying
the i dea of the public, private and non-government sectors getting involved
and worki ng together in establishing a national franmework of principles,
gui delines and rules for a new governance agenda in the IT industry in the
21st century.

He said the strategic intent is to ensure that the confort and
fam liarity level of experience in using newinformation technology in the
year 2020 is equal to the average person's confort in using tel ephone sets
t oday.

The | NFOSOC event will involve active participation fromthe public,
private industries and the Ml aysian communities in sharing ideas in a
series of discussions and workshops that will highlight issues on benefits,
probl ens and solutions on the IT industry, particularly electronic conmerce
(e-comerce).

A series of pre-conference workshops will be held on May 20 and May 21
at the Majlis Perbandaran Subang Jaya (MPSJ) buil ding and | ocal
institutions in the municipality, such as schools and coll eges.

The pre-conference workshops will discuss issues related to the
conference, nanely the 5Es, e-community, e-public services, e-I|earning,
e-econony and e-sovereignity while unresolved or problematic issues raised
will be tabled at a special conference dial ogue session with the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmed on May 22.

The May 22 conference will be held at Sheraton Subang w th an expected
250 to 300 del egates participating while the exposition will be held
t hroughout the conference at Dewan Jubli Perak in Shah Al am

The exposition will showcase |IT applications that have been devel oped
and are being developed in the realisation of the same goals - to inprove
the quality of work and |ife of all Mal aysi ans.
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