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KUALA LUMPUR, April 22 (Bernama) -- The governnent will continue to
devel op and expand the information technology (IT) infrastructure to create
a technol ogy-based i ndustry and inculcate the IT culture anong the peopl e,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d today.

Towards this end, a strategic agenda covering five main areas --

E- Econony, E-Public Service, E-Learning, E-Comunity and E- Sovereignty --
woul d be studied to prepare Malaysia to face the needs of an
i nformati on-based econony.

He said the rapid devel opment in the tel ecommuni cati on network,
especially the use of the Internet, worldw de woul d speed up the
application of electronic comerce (e-comrerce) in a bigger market.

"I''mpleased to say that three years fromnow we will have a strong
user base for e-comerce when we achi eve the objective of having one
mllion Internet users," he said when tabling the md-termreview of the
Seventh Mal aysia Plan in the Dewan Rakyat, here.

He said the governnent would draft a nmaster plan to ensure a systematic
devel opnent of e-comrerce

Dr Mahathir said the rapid changes in IT and multinedia would create
opportunities for new busi nesses and e-comrerce whi ch woul d pose a
chal | enge on the donestic front, especially in the services sector.

"Under this md-termreview, the government has increased the
all ocations for the mnistries and agencies involved in the Information
Technol ogy (I T) programes and projects to RW billion," he said.

He said the Multimedi a Super Corridor (MSC) woul d continue to spearhead
the I'T devel opnent, with the devel opnent of Cyberjaya, Ml aysia' s first
"smart town", now proceeding rapidly.

To strengthen the field of science and technol ogy (S&T), the prine
m ni ster said the government had i ncreased the allocation for research and
devel oprment (R&D) to RML. 1 billion to enhance the local capability in
scientific and technol ogi cal innovati ons.

He said the private sector's participation and investnent in R& was
i nportant because they nust that appropriate and conpetitive technol ogy was
provided to neet the needs of an expandi ng econony.

Dr Mahathir said that to enhance the devel opnent of the services
sector, the government would intensify efforts to achieve the target of
creating a nodern and outward-oriented services sector to strengthen and
broaden the nation's econom ¢ base.

He said the inmpetus to the growth of the services sector would be the
air and sea transportation, ports, insurance, finance, tourism education,
heal t h and consul tancy servi ces sub-sectors.

Mal aysi a woul d be devel oped into a regional transportation hub through
the pronotion of Port Klang as a transhi pnent and | oad centre and the KL
International Airport as a regional hub airport, he said.

Besi des that, the government would turn the country into a regiona
educational centre of excellence and pronote health-tourismthrough private
heal th centres which are capable of providing state-of-the-art facilities
and worl d-cl ass speci alist services.

The prinme minister said the governnent would continue to develop the
tourismindustry and encourage eco-tourism sports and adventure tourism

It woul d al so pronpte the country as a centre for internationa
conference, conventions and exhibition as well as sporting events,



facilitated by the Bukit Jalil Sport Conplexs, golf facilities and the
Sepang Fornmula 1 Circuit.

"To conplement the efforts of the private sector, the devel opnent and
mai nt enance of tourisminfrastructure such as transport and recreations
facilities will continue to be supported,” he said.
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