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I T know edge crucial for piece of exciting future

Shar eem Anty

I NFORMATI ON t echnol ogy experts have been sendi ng out the same nessage over
and over again: the IT wave waits for nobody. W have to learntoride it
now if we want a piece of an exciting future.

Mal aysi ans who want to heed the nmessage by either discovering the | atest
I T products and services, or by finding a place which can introduce them
tothe digital world, have an excellent opportunity to do so this week at
the fourth Mul timedia Asia (MVA ' 99) conference and exhi bition.

The exhibition will be held at the M nes International Exhibition Centre
in Seri Kenbangan fromtoday to Sunday.

About 150 exhi bitors have signed up to showcase the latest lines of IT
products, services and applications, giving even the | T neophyte a vi ew of
what's in store for the future.

Bri ngi ng t oget her | eadi ng conpani es dealing with nmulti nedia, conputing,
communi cati ons, tel ecomuni cati ons and appli cati ontechnol ogi es, the event
will only be open to the public on Saturday and Sunday.

Tengku Dat uk Dr Mohd Azznman Shari f f adeen, president and chi ef executive
of ficer of M nos Berhad, recently urged all Mal aysi ans, fromgover nnent
officials, to private sector chieftans, to nenbers of the public, to take
advant age of the event.

Tengku Azzman expl ai ned that the I T revol ution signalled a radical
change i n t he econom ¢ paradi gm a change that Mal aysi ans woul d have to
get ready for by becom ng know edge workers for a knowl edge econony.

"Who you are and what position you are inwill no | onger be of primary
i mportance. What you know, and how wel |l you apply your know edge, will be
t he deciding factor," he said.

The nost high-profile physical manifestati on of Mal aysia's push t owards
ITis the Multinedia Super Corridor, the progress of which was exani ned
during the MMA ' 99 conference yesterday.

But while the MSC is seen as an engine of growth for a know edge
econorny, Tengku Azzman noted that it was i mportant to keep sending the
message out to the masses t hrough conferences and exhi bi ti ons such as MVA
' 99.

Organi sed by the National | nformation Technol ogy Council, M nos and the
Mul ti medi a Devel opnent Corporation, the event is another piece of a
strategy to revol utionise the way we think, live, work, teach and do
busi ness.

Products and services to be showased i nclude the | atest software to
guard conput er systens agai nst the ever-present threat of viruses and to
ensure that all transactions over the Internet remain secure.

Conpr ehensi ve dat abases, such as those that compil e up-to-date business-
related i nformati on such as taxes and tariffs, nonetary and trade
policies, trade statistics, business practices, business risks, |egal
practices and travel, will also be up for view ng.

Sof t war e conpani es such as M crosoft will also be giving the public a
chance to viewtheir new software products before they are rel eased on the
wor | dwi de mar ket .

Visitors will get to see, touch and experinent with the latest IT
products, to give thema first-hand understandi ng of what the future wll
be I'i ke, and a perspective of howfar the industry has cone in such a
short time.

MVA '99 will be held concurrently with the Invention, Industrial Design



and Technol ogy Exhibition, or I TEX '99.

The latter exhibition will pronpte i nnovations and newtechnol ogies to
the nation and i nternati onal marketpl ace, and gi ve Mal aysi ans a chance to
see the link between i ndustrial research and devel opnent and t echnol ogi cal
excel l ence and conpetitiveness.

Itex '99 will al so showcase the Prinme Mnister's Pavillion, a collection
of Dr Mahathir's 20 personal inventions.
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